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OR, AN 


HE Love of Novelty is one of 
the moſt prevailing Paſſions of 
Mankind. It began as early as 
WI the Species, ur un almoſt 

& thro” all the Individuals, thro” 
; all Ages, without any Charfe or 
Variation. 'There may be ſome partichlar Ex- 
ceptions in ſome certain Situations a1 * Phleg- 
metick Tempers ; but theſe are not client 
to deſtroy the general Obſervation": The Hif- 
tory of the World and Church being a conti- 
nued Proof of it, from the Beginning. to the 
preſent. Age. Various Modes of Government 
have taken their Turns, according to the Hu- 
mours of Men, and have all in their Order 
been extoll'd and made the Subject of Panyge- 
ricks. New Faſhions in our Habits, Buildings, 
Converſation, Breeding and Pleaſures follow fo 
oft: A 2 e ee 
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quick upon one another, that every Man living 
without a written Hiſtory of Variations, mul 
take Notice of them; and all of them have 
ever been the beſt, the moſt convenient, the 
moſt polite and elegant in their ſeveral Seaſons, 
The ſame Diſpoſition may be obſerved in Mat- 
ters of another Nature, from Thales to New- 
ton; every Philoſopher has had his Day, and 
gloried in the Number of his Diſciples. 1, Re- 
ligion has had the ſame Fate from the great 
Patriarch of Mankind, Adam, to the great 
Patriarch, and ſole Biſhop of the Church, the 
preſent Pontiff ! ! 
Tx religious Hiſtory of this ſingle Iſland 
-would fill ſome Volumes, if we were to col- 
lect only the Opinions that have been in Fa- 
ion, in a few Centuries. Sometimes the Pope 
has all the following, and who but he ſhall 
rule our Faith and Manners. At another 
Time he is forc'd to quit his Government, and 
depart with all his Wares and Miniſters, and 
is burnt in the Streets, as an Uſurper: And the | 
'venerable* Calvin comes in his Room, -who »& 
-reigns with greater Moderation, but not fo 
long. . and Jcalouſies ariſe, and Ar- 
minias, the Dutchman, takes the Chair. I 
mention not the ſeveral little Upſtarts that 
have put in for a Leading, becauſe they ſoon 
died away, and were loſt in the general Cry. 
I muſt not forget, that St. Peter and St. Paul 
were claimed by all Sides, and fo haye inci- 
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dentally been mentioned. . 
Tus Church has had its Day, and has 
been hooted thro” the Iſland, but the Noiſe 
has ſoon grown fainter and fainter, like the dy- 
ing Ecchö, till *rwas loſt: Her Advocates 
= | © have hardly. dar'd to riſe in her Defence, and 
_ are told that nothing will 6 
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tineſs but ſtrip ing. Slavery under the ex- 

ceeding petty Names of Paſſive Obedience and 

Non- -Bftance ſhall in one * trumpet 
1 


thro” the Country ; ; and, in 1 — y and 
Property bawl till they rend their en 
7 175 the Conduct of a Traitor. 


” — non pre antior — 
2 re Ciere viros Martemg; accendere cantu. 


e 10N and hard Uſas e has now rid 
1 Triumph over the Necks of Diſſenters, but 
has at Length been diſmounted by Toleration 
and Liberty of Conſcience, which for ſome 
Time, | pleaſe and delight, but being long 
enjoyed, make Men vain and wanton, hanker- 
ing after Novelties. At one Seaſon the rigid, 


glout ing Demon, Orthodoxy (as ſome have 


painte her) will ſuffer no Alears but her own to 


receive any Homage; and anon the ſpritely, 


ſmiling Charity has made ſome Conqueſts, and 
— Adorers round her. For a while they 


ä — +) d upon her Beauty, admir'd the lovely 
8, 


„ſpoke her Praiſes in ſoft Accents, 
and vow 'd to o be her OT: DO 


une ſub curru niminum propingui 

Solis ſub terra domibus negata 

Dulce ridentem Chariten N 88 
Dulce oY EE OE) 


"Bu vr pichey have ſoon. grown mad mich: her 


Charms brandiſh'd their Lances, and tarn'd 
Knight - Errants for her Honour; which ſhe ne- 
ver required at their Hands. 


Ix this variable and fickle Country I cannot 


ern thinking, that my. 9 ( which 


pre- | 


+ 
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preſents the Reader with a Subject entirely 
new) will atttaQ a good deal of Attention. 
Ir may, indeed, be ſaid, that it is only 
the Revival of an old Article of an old Reli- 
gion, Which was baniſhed many Years ago 
m hence, for ſome pretended Miſdemeanours 
of its Founder, and his Miniſters. I allow the 
Objection; but affirm, notwithſtanding, that 
the Belief of it has never been in Faſhion for a 
great N _ of HP here, and therefore, 
upon Revival ' of it may as properly be 
9 the Ruff 0 ue . Plizabeth 
would certainly be call d a new Faſbion, if any 
Leader in the Modes ſhould now introduce it. 
Bur, if in this Reſpect I am diſappointed 
in my Expectations, yet the Boldneſs of the 
Attempt will ſurely pleaſe the People, Who 
love to ſee Courage in any Shape : And! re- 
ſame they never like Hardineſs ſo well as when 
it appears againſt Numbers, and worldly: Set- 
tlements and popular Opinions. There are 
fome Men who are ſueh nice Judges in Church 
Architecture, that perhaps there is not a ſin- 
gle Building of this Sort, which pleaſes. them, 
he Ornaments are either ſo pompous and 
glaring, that they cannot bare the Splendor of- 
them, ot too Gothick, and full of 'Trifles to be 
viewed with Pleaſure; others are plain enough 
indeed, but then they are Editices, and that's 
enough to diſpleaſe them, 
I have often thought theſe Connoiſſeurs looſe 
4 world of Pleafure, which Men of more yul- 
gar Underſtandings meet with, whoſe Taſt not 
Hei ſo exquiſite, ſee a great deal of Order 
and Decency, and Venerableneſs in ſome 92 
theſe” Edifices, which give nothing but Dif- 
guſt to the Maſters. n i. 1513 jos! 
- 24] of a ; y fr Bur 
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Bur be this as it will, I may hope for their 
Favour, tho” in a diſtant Manner only, I make 
an Attempt upon any one of theſe Buildings ; 
For I apprehend it matters not from what Quar- 
ter the Attack comes, or whether it be BY 
Storm or by Sap, ſo the Work go on; unleſs 
they will allow no Man the Honour of batter- 
ing them down, who does not do it by their 
Methods, and by their Weapons. 

I nav yet one Thing more to ſay, before I 
enter upon my Subject, which is this, That if 
I was asked, what I imagin'd to be the moſt 
prevailing Faſhion in South Britain, I ſhould 
anſwer, that next to Free- living, Free-thinking 
is the Darling, i. e. Free-ſpeaking, and writing 
and publiſhing upon any Topick a Man chuſes, 
I mention this, not at all as being a Reproach, 
but only by Way of Plea, and Apology for my 
preſent Attempt, and hope I ſhall not be the 
only one who is denied, or treated ill for uſing, 
the common Liberties, 7 

Axy thus having encouraged myſelf with the 

ood Preſpect of meeting with a ſufficient 
Number of Readers to recompence me 2 little 

for my Pains ; by the Conſideration of the No- 
yelty of my Subject, and the Boldneſs of my 
Undertaking ; and finally inſinuated my Hopes 
of meeting with Neighbours Fare in Free- think- 
ing and Free-writing, I betake myſelf cheer- 
fully to the Subject. I ſay cheerfully, becauſe 
I can neyer belieye the good Nature of Britons 
will ſuffer them to treat with Candour, the 
Writers again the Sen, and perſecute thoſe 
who engage in Defence of the Mother. k 

Ap here, in the firſt Place, I mention it as 
a leading Conſideration, that we have no Ac- 
count at all of the Virgin's Death, in the New 
Teſtament, nor any certain Account any _ 
| elſe. 
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elſe. Tis not enough to anſwer, tis appojuts 


e for all Men once to die, and thence conclude 


ſhe departed'in the common Way of Mankind; 
becauſe ſuch general Poſitions always admit of 
Exceptions. We know that this was true from 
the Beginning, and took Place as ſoon as our 


Firſt Parents became Mortal, but yet Enoch 


was tranſlated before the Law, and Elias un- 
der it. Beſides they, who ſpeak of her Death, 
are altogether uncertain about the Place: Some 
ſay ſhe died at 40 others that ſhe died 
in Paleſtine. © They ate at As great a Loſs 
about the Time and Manner of her Death, 
whether ſhe expired in the Middle or Decline 
of Life, by a natural or violent Death. Since 
then no Body knows when, or where, or how ſhe 
died, we have no poſitive Proofs of her Death 
at all; and ſo may fairly look about us to ex- 
amine whether there are any Preſamptions that 
5 4 ̃ — eds 
Enoch and Elias are the only Inſtances of 
Exception from. the general Rule of Dying ; 
the one before the Giving of the Law, the 
other after it. It ſeems highly reaſonable to 
believe that the better and more perfect In- 
ſtitution ſhould be honoured this Way, ever 
with more Inſtances of Tranſlation than the 
State of Nature, and the legal Covenant; and 
one would be tempted to think the whole Col- 
lege of Apoſtles at leaſt ſhould have had this 
Privilege, did we not know that their Bo- 
dies were deſign*d to be Guardians, and Pro- 
tectors of States, and Kingdoms, and work 
Miracles for the Proof of new Do&rines, which 
would not otherwiſe be aſſented to. But ſure 


we may be allow'd to ſay, that as the two 


former Diſpenſations had each of them one 
Tranflation, the Goſpel could not fail of 
1 85 e e en 
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9 | 
having one al/o, as being infinitely beyond 
Moen Io every Point of Excellency. This 1s 
the leaſt we can fay upon this Head; and 
this being fix d there can be no Diſpute who 
ſhould be the Example of it, the Virgin Mary 
being in a thouſand. Particulars the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Saint under the Goſpel,  _ 

NDEED in the Nature-and Reaſon of Things, 


the Dignity and Honour of the Virgin ſeem to 


require that the moſt remarkable DiſtinEtion 
ſhould be made between her and others, ever 
the beſt, (under the Chriſtian Diſpenſation) in 


by Inſpiration, aſſures us, © That as ſoon as 
& ſhe came into our World, ſhe was tranſported 
5 into Heaven by Angels, who afterwards re- 
cc peated this Favour often. And further that 
& God aſſign'd her an Hundred out of each gf 
de the nine Choirs of Angels, i. e. Nine hun- 
© dred to keep her, and twelve others to ſerve 
cc her in a viſible Form, and eighteen more of 
s ſuperior Dignity to deſcend by Jacob's Lad- 
& der, to act as Ambaſſadors of the Queen to 
ce the great King.” And is it poſſible for any 
Man to think, that Angels, who conſtantly 


thus guarded her Steps, and tranſacted all her 


Affairs, would ſuffer her to ſhare the Fate of 
8 and fall into the Duſt? What miſe- 
rable Keepers had they then appear'd to be, 
in ſo relinquiſſiing their Truſt? But we need 
have no Suſpic ions upon this Head; they who 


had ſo often deſcended down the Ladder to 
bring Meſſages: from Heaven to her, and af- 
cended back again to carry her Diſpatches, 
Wou' d ſurely one Day compleat their Services 
in a triumphant Tranſlation of her to Paradiſe. 


'B Tre 


the Way of leaving this Earth. Maria de VideBayle 


951 of Agrada, who writ the Virgin's Life Aged. 


2 
Tus ſame Maria aſſures us that God had 
given her every Thing that was poſſible to be 
communicated, every Thing except the Being 
God. And can Immortality be wanting? Who- 
ever reads that Life will meet with ſuch a Scene 


of Wonders as will ſtagger a common Faith *, 


unleſs it be of Spaniſh Growth, and indeed 
there are few who dwell out of Spain, a Soil 
peculiarly fitted for the Nouriſhment of this 
Virtue, who are capable of underſtanding ſuch 
rapturous Hiſtories. For thoſe happy few 1 
have taken theſe Paſſages out of the divine 
Maria, and to them only will they appear as 
proper Evidences of the Virgin's Prerogatives. 
HAT follows may be digeſted in any Coun- 

try, and by any Man, which is this, that the 
Virgin did really exiſt long I ſhe appear'd 
in Fleſh. This can offend no Man, who is not 
an Enemy to the primitive Fathers, and has not 
conceived an Averſion in Particular to the 
eat Trenens, upon whoſe Authority I chiefly 
Hound my Aſſertion. Whether all Souls were 
made at once, is a Queſtion I am not con- 
cern'd in, but that the Virgin had a Being 
very near as ſoon as Eve, our common Mother, 
cannot eaſily be denied, ſince that grave Wri- 
ter aſſures us that ſhe was Eve's Interceſſor +. 


*The Faculty of Divinity at Paris could not digeſt it, 
and therefore paſs d a Cenſure upon it; tho* they declare 
their firm Belief of the great Things, for the Support of 
which, it was writ, They declare they intended, not by 


this Cenſure, in the leaſt, to diminiſh the Worfflhip which, 


the Catholick Church paid to the Virgin. — That they ho- 


nour her as the Mother of God, that they truſted in her 


Merits, believ'd her immaculate Conception, and her aſ- 
ſumption into Heaven, Soul and Body, 

| Bayle's Dick. Not. D. Agreda. 

I Firgo Maria Firginis Era ad vocata. | 

. * 5 Feen, L. 51 c. 19. 
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What curious Speculations in Divinity may be 
form'd from this extraordinary Paſlage, I 
not enquire, but tis obvious at firſt Sight that 


the Virgin's Prz-exiſtence is Matter of Fact, it 


being impoſſible that ſhe ſhould aft, and take 
upon her the Character of an Advocate before 
ſhe had any Being; all Philoſophers and Di- 
vines too having invariably agreed that the 
Exiſtence of an acting Subftance is a neceſſary 
Subftratum of all vital and ſpontaneous Ope- 
rations. The Virgin Mary, then we ſee, was 
not only contemporary with the Virgin Eve, 
but acted for her as an Advocate and Interceſ- 


ſor. And can we, after this, ſo much as ſuſ- 


& that ſhe could die the common Death of 

ankind ? Eſpecially if we conſider that this 
Advocateſhip ſeems to be a Sort of Initiation 
into the high Poſt ſhe now poſſeſſes; twas, as 
it were a private Introduction to that Office, 
with which ſhe was in a more pompous and 
auguſt Manner, in due Time to be inveſted ; 
and having in this ſingle - Inftance try*d the 
Power and Prevalency of her Merits, ſhe 
would be the more emboldened, to take upon 
her a larger and more extended Province; and 
ſo from a private Patron, eaſily become a com- 
mon and univerſal Interceſſor. 

Wurcn leads me to obſerve further, that as 
her preſent Honours certainly look beſt when 
viewed as the Conſequence of a Tranſlation : 
So ſome will be apt to think that her pre- 
ſent Dignity, as an Advocate, which the 
Church rings of, is all Fiction and Impoſture 
without it; and that ſhe is actually got no fur- 
ther than Hades, if ſhe left her Body behind 
her. The Seripture Heaven is a Place where 
only embodied Spirits dwell, ſo that this Re- 
ceptacle was not the proper Place to which 

B 2 the 


ſhe was to retire, if ſhe left this Earth un- 
cloath'd. And who can bare the dreadful 
Conſequence? What becomes of all the Prayers, 
and Vows, and Tears that aſcend to her (as 
at Chriſt's Right Hand), ſrom ten thouſand 
Altars? Her whole Church has then been 
rde ſhe knows not what, and pouring 
out her Sighs, the knows not whither. In vain 
are all our Ave Mary's, which are ever in our 
Mouths. In vain are all the Virgin's Litanies, 
Offices and Pſalters beſpankled with a thou- 
ſand high ſounding Epithets, which all ſup- 
pole her where he 1s not, if diſembodied. 
nd the great St. Auſelm's pious Qbſeryation, 
* That the Virgin's Name invok'd, is ſometimes 
more ſalutiferous than that of Jeſus, is a mere 
Ignorant Rant, if ſhe is not in Heaven, where 
he is not if her Body did not attend her. 
Cask then to dethrone the Oueen of Hea- 
ven, the Miftreſs of this World, and the whole 
Hierarchy of the upper Region. Ceaſe, I fay, 
to bring down this divine exalted Virgin, to a 
Leyel with the vulgar ſeperate Spirits of the 
Juft, by denying an embodied "Tranſlation. 
Il once happen'd, I remember, to mention this 
Argument or Preſumption in a large Company, 
who ſeem*d very much ftartled at it, and after 
a conſiderable Pauſe, one of the Number told 
me, with a viſible Concern in his Face, that 
at this Rate I ſhould ſoon make the Kalendar 
ſerve for nothing elſe bur telling us the Days of 
the Month ; for he did not believe any Man 
could proye the Tranſlation of any of the Saints 
ſet down there. And ſo beginning with Jann 
ary, be run over a Lift of Names; St. Almacius, 


* Telocjor / genung uam ſalys invocato nomine Maria, 
uam invocato Nomine Jeſu. * Pos f 
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St. Nilamos, - St. Fulianus, with 5000 other 
Saints for the 16th of February; St. George, with 
1525 Martyrs for May the 29th ; St. Petro- 
"1/12 and the 10,000 Martyrs for May the 3 iſt, 
The Seven Sleepers for July the 27th, and ſo on. 
When he had ended his Catalogue, he de- 
manded very gravely (tho' I perceived ſome- 
thing of a Sneer upon his Countenance) whe- 
ther I imagin'd all theſe good People were 
tranſlated, which it ſeems they mult. be, ac- 
cording to. this Way of Reaſoning, or they 
have no Title to our Adoration. I made him 
no immediate Anſwer, and ſo he begun again 
in a higher Tone, and call'd to witneſs all the 
holy Relicks of Saints and Martyrs, (of which 
likewiſe he run over a long Catalogue, and of 
the Places where they lay inſhrin'd) to prove 
the Impoſſibility of a Tranſlation, and told me 
withal, that had I ventur'd to utter what I had 
ſaid, in any but an Heretical Country, I ſhould 
ſadly repent my Folly in feeling what he was 
ſorry to ſay, he thought, I deſery d. Upon 
this, an old Acquaintance, who had an Afﬀec- 
tion for me, and fear'd I could not extricate 
myſelf from this Difficulty, roſe up, and very 
frankly ſaid, he ſaw no Harm in what I had 
ſaid, and particularly undertook to anſwer my 
Adverfary's Argument drawn from Relicks, 
and looking full at him, ſaid, in a more de- 
Fuſive Way, what I am going to ſet down. in 
Fort to the beſt of my Remembrance. | 
Stk, (fays he), you ſeem to have had the 
Education of a Gentleman, but I fear your 
* Tutors taught you no natural Philoſophy or 
if they did their Duty, you have made 
little Uſe of their Lectures. I will venture 
*© t9 aſſert that all the Saints and Martyrs in 
the Roman Kalendar, were actually tran- 
— — — 2 ſlated 
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ee ſlated into Heaven, Soul and Body, ang 


left Matter enough behind them that pro- 
perly belong'd to them, and more than 
enough to make twenty ſuch Bodies as 
thoſe they carried off with them; and hig 
makes up the Relicks we boaſt of, and 
juſtly adore. We are perpetually changing, 
and there is not a ſingle Atom about me now 
that I was Maſter of 20 Years ago. You, 
whatever you think of it, are not the Man 

ou was five Years ago, and if you live five 

ears more, will looſe half that great Belly 
you have been ſo carefully nurſing. Sir, did 
you ever hear of ſuch Things as Micro- 
ſcopes? They are Glaſſes that help our Eyes 
to ſee what no Man can ſee without them, 
and if we had one here, the whole Company 
might obſerve what a Smoak perpetually 


c ariſes from our Bodies. You are conſtantly 
ſurrounded by a groſs Atmoſphere, which 


by the Help of theſe Glaſſes would appear 
as viſible in the ca/meft Seaſons of your Life, 
as the Fumes that iſſue from you now, occa- 
ſioned by your Bitterneſs againſt my Friend, 
are viſible to our naked Eyes. What be- 
comes of all theſe Euvia? Are they an- 
nihilated? No ſuch Thing. They are 
ſtill in being, and that very Body which 


was mine 20 Years ago, and not an Atom of 
it mine now, is yet ſomewhere, and if I. 
had Zeal enough to be a Martyr when call- 
ed to it, would be ſomewhere found (to per- 


petuate my Memory) either in whole or in 


Part, ar {pom ſhould be thought worthy of 


a Tranſlation, This is the very Cafe of all 


our Kalendary Heroes I am perſwaded, 


which appears from this one Conſideration ; 
that we have the very /ame Limbs and Por- 
8 | tions 
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ec tions of the ſame Saints in various Places at 


« the ſame Time; half a Dozen Heads of * 
« John the Baptiſt, four Hands may be of 


« another eminent Perſonage, five Ears of a 


c third, two or three entire Bodies of a fourth, 
« and ſo on: Which Facts may be accounted 
cc for from what I have ſaid, and upon no other 
& Principles whatſoever. _ | 
I round my honeſt Friend had been dabling 
ſomewhere among Books; and in truth he could 
not at any Time have made better Uſe of his 
Philoſophy than in the preſent - Caſe. He 
ſtun'd my Adverſary, and appear'd to moſt 
then preſent a conſiderable Naturaliſt, and I 


3 did not think myſelf obliged to contradict him. 


What has been hitherto ſaid, is only a Pre- 
ſumptive Way of Reaſoning ; but yet a good 
Number of ſuch Arguments, when laid toge- 
ther, will amount to a high Probability. I 
could mention a great many more, but 1 
ſhall only. obſerve, that the Virgin's Pifures, 
of which there is great Plenty, ſeem to inti- 


We are told by a good Roman Catholick, Michael de 
Marollas, Abbot of Villeloin, that he was preſent when the 
Head of St. John the Baptiſt was ſhewn to the Prince ſs 
Mary at Amiens. After ſhe had kiſe d it, ſhe bid him do ſo 
too. He did ſo, and whiſper'd ſoftly to himſelf, that this 
was the fiſth or ſixth Head of the Baptiſt that he had kiG'd. 
—— The Perſon that ſhew'd the Head, it ſeems, heard this 
Whiſper, and reply'd that he could not deny that there was 
mention made of many other Heads, (he had heard perhaps 
of St. John of Lyons, Rome, Spain and Germany) but that 
this was the true Head; and to prove it, bid them take No- 
tice of a Hole above the Right Eye, telling them that bit 
was the very ſame that Herodias made with her Knife, when 
= Head was preſented to her. Vid. L' Enfant Preſerva. Fol. 
« Þ 141, | | 
15 Had the Prieſt been Maſter of my Friend's Philoſo- 
phy, he would not have been put to ſuch a Shift to vindi- 
cate the Genuineſs of the Head, 


mate 


ä — — — 
wor arr er 
G | * = . - 


* 8 2 - a * 
1 = KS ——— 
* * * — — 
. . 4 
x C FS — — 


| the firit Rate. 


WEE. . 
„ ——__ 


[ 36 } 
mate an Apprehenfion, that ſhe was one Day 
to be tranſlated. Why all this Care to pre- 
ſerve an Image of her, if the Body was to be 
eſerved for Adoration? I think Rome has no 

$ than four of theſe Pictures, all drawn by 

St. Leds, one of which he always carried a- 
dout him, and ordered it to be placed in his 


Tomb. 


Tecum vivere amem, tecam moriar Libens: 


Ix I do not miſtake, Hainer has another of 
theſe Pictures in the Church of the Annuncia- 
tion, Paus another; Cambray and Bavaria 
two more, and all chat are acquzinted with the 
Zoretto, know that the Virgin's Statue there, 
was the Workmanftip of St. Luke, who was 
not only an eminent Palette but a Statuary of 


Ir theſe ſtill remaining Pictures are a 
preſumptive Evidence of a Tranſlation, I'm 
fure that Image of Our Lau at Monſerrat, is 
ſomething more, and is indeed no leſs than a 
Demonſtration of it. This Piece was drawn 
by, St. Luke in Heaven itſelf, and fell down 
from thence: among the Rocks of Catalonia, 
and was there found by Revalation. The 
Reader preſently ſees what naturally follows 
from. this Fact; ſo that all I ſhall obſerve, is, 
that this Drawing muſt neceſſarily exceed all 
Sr. Luhe s other Pieces, being the Portraiture 
of tlie Virgin in all her Glory, and the Work 
of an immortal Hand. How muſt his Imagina- 
> owy, when he had ſuch an Object before 

es, and all the — 9 of Heaven to 
upon the Canyaſs 


bf HAVE reſolved not to load my Title Pag = 


with Quotations, being fully farisied _ 
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pPious will take my Word fot it, that I do not 
= deceive them; and as for othetwiſe diſpoſed, 
Perſons, I have Reaſon to think they would 
laugh at all my Vouchers, how numerous ſo- 
ever. * | 8 

Bor to proceed to ſomething mote conſider- 


* 


able; f LO 
I usr not forget that the . immaculate 


Conception, demonſtrates the Tranſlation, and 
that without taſting Death. The Truth of 
this Doctrine has been eſtabliſhed by learned 
Doctors, who have prov'd it to be naturally, 
F phifeaty, metaphyjically, and infallibly True. 
The Academy of. Paris defended it againſt a An. Dom: 
Dominican Friar, who had afſerted; :Ompes 1387. 
Homines præter unum Chriſtum ab Adamo con- 
= 7raxiſſe peccatum Originale. The Council of 
Bail declared for it in ſtrong Terms, as being 
7 agreeable to the Catholick Faith, to Reafon 
and Scripture ; and alt Catholicks arè com- 
manded to defend it. But ſince that Time 
this Doctrine has receiv*d the moſt authentick 
Confirmation imaginable, which is ſufficient 
Ito ſtop the Mouth of every Man, unleſs he be 
Za Dominican Friar. i L 8017 | 
X In the Year 1595, there was wonderfully Vid.Ged- 
brought to light in the Mountain Valparaſoò, de. Track. 
Fnear Granada in Spain, an Atabick M. 4 

by St. Cicilins, a Contemporary with ' the *** 

# Apoſtles. The Title of it was, De Domo 
3 Glorie, and Domo tormenti, and in the Book 
itſelf, after many high Encomiums of the Bleſ- 


writ 


ed Virgin, there is this ſolemn Declaration of 


Fall the Apoſtles. l/s Virgo, illa Sancta, illa 
Electa, a primo originariog; pecc ato præſervata 


uit, atq; hæc veritas Apoſtolorum concilium 
eff, quam qui negaverit meledifius & ue. 
= "wa erit, & ſalutem non conſequetur, ſet 
* C in 


2 * 
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in æternum damnabituri i. e. She the Virgin, 
ſhe the Holy, fhe the Ele, was preſerved from 
the firſt and original Sin ; and this Truth is 
the Sentence of the Apoſtles aſſembled in Coun- 
cil, which whoſoever ſhall deny, ſhall be ac- 
22 and excommunicate, and ſball not obtain 
Salvation, but ſhall be eternally damned. 
NorTHins can be more ſolemn and pointed: 
And yet the Dominicans have the front to 
deny, even to this Day, this Article, tho" 
guarded and enforced by an Apoſtolick Ana- 
thema. Oh Dominic, could but thy Sons 
cc at laſt repent of the hard Speeches againſt 
« our Lady, how infinitely dear would they 
«© be to Catholicks; who yet retain for them 
«© a brotherly Compaſſion, as they bear thy 
« Name. . | | 
I-conress his Holineſs has never yet made 
the Belief of this Article a fundamental Point 
in his Religion, ſo that Damnation does not 
follow upon the disbelief of it. The Apoſto- 
lick Council has indeed made both Excommu- 
nication and Damnation the Conſequence of in- 
fidelity on this Head ; but as all Laws are put 


into the Hands of the Eccleſiaſtical Monarch 


(bo is under an infalliable Guidance) either to 
enforce or ſuſpended them; while he has not in- 
vigorated this Sentence of the Apoſtles with his 
Declaration that it is now in force, we may take 
it for granted, that it is to be look'd upon as 
dormant. Far be it from me therefore to pro- 
nounce a Sentence of Damnation upon our 
Friers of the Order of St. Dominic. I only 
admoniſh them of an Error, which may prove fa- 
tal, when ever the Guardian of the Spirituali- 
ties ſhall judge it meet to breathe upon the dry 
Bones, and bid them live. 34 


Lr 


, < belong to the Myſteries o 
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Let me be permitted to offer to their Conſi- 
deration the Words of the Great Muſſus, 
Biſhop of Bitonto, as I find them quoted by a 
learned Writer. O Rome, to whom ſha 
rc ve go for the Divine Counſels, but to thoſe 
cc to whoſe truſt the Diſpenſation of the Di- 
ce vine Myſteries has been committed. We are 
ce therefore to hear him, who is, inſtead of 
«& God, in Things that concern God, as God 
* himſelf _Certainly, for my part (that I 
« may ſpeak my Mind _ in Things that 

Faith, I had ra- 
cc ther believe one Pope, than a Thouſand Au- 


3 & guſtines, Feroms, Eregories; not to ſpeak of 
e Richards, Scottuſſes, and Williams. For I 
„ believe and know the Pope cannot err in 
Matters of Faith, becauſe that the Autho- 
c rity and Right of determining all ſuch 


© Things, as are at all Points of Faith, reſides 
c 1n the Pope. 
I nave fo good an Opinion of the Do- 


f minicans as to believe, they will readily em- 
brace the Truth, upon the firſt intimation from 
= Rome, that the Apoſtolick Anathema ſhall 


take Place. For my part, I can't but wiſh a 
ſpeedy Declaration in its Favour, that this 
celebrated Order, which has bred ſo many 
Prodigies of Learning, and flain ſo many 
Thouſands Heretical Monfters, which have 
riſen in the Church, may have no Stain to leſ- 
ſen the Fame of their Learning, or tarniſh the 


T Warmth of their Zeal. How will the Virgin 


then look down and ſmile upon their Repen- 
tance, and double her Intercefſions ! | 
Bur to return from this Digreſſion. The 


Doctrine I ſay of the immaculate Conception, is 


a ſtrong Proof of the Virgin's Aſcenſion. The 


ynhappy firſt Parents of Mankind, entail'd 


C 2 upon 


8 


[ 20 ] 
upon us Death, as the Conſequence of their 
Fall. By. Sin came Death, but ſurely where 
there 1$ no Stain, no Seeds of Corruption or 
Mortality, no Phyſical Malignity, nor any im- 
putative Guilt, there Immortality takes Place, 


as it wou'd have done in the Original Pair, if 


they had but ſhut their Eyes and Ears to the 
Enchancer. If Adam was made to be immor- 
tal, ſo was the Virgin, as being entirely“ free 
from that which made him Mortal. Can any 
Man be fo abſurd as to ſay, the ſuffered the 
Puniſhment due to Sin, tho* ſhe was without 
the leaſt blemiſh? Can the Innocent be punith'd: 
juft as are the Guilty ? This is an Argument 
we ſee that ariſes out of the very Conſtitution 
of the Virgin, and proves her Aſcenſion ro be 
as certain as her Being. | 
T1 can hardly here deny myſelf the Pleaſure 
of going a little out of my Way, to anſwer an 
Objection, and abate the Triumphs of ſome 
People, who are diſpoſed to be merry, and 
break their Jeſts upon a Picture of the Bleſſed 
Virgin now in Being, and which was drawn by 
St. Luke. I refer now to that celebrated Piece 


Vid. Bib- called our Lady of Cgenſtoc hom in Poland, 


lioth, Ger- 
man. Vol, 


XXXII. 
P. 84. 


which was drawn a little before the Virgin's 
Aſſumption. This, as well as others, drawn. 
by that celebrated Hand, appears to be taken 
from a Face in the Bloom of Youth and Beauty, 
before Age had made the leaſt Wrinkle ; and in. 
all Reſpects repreſents a young Lady, bating; 
that Time has ſome what deadned the colour- 


— 


* Remarkable are the Words of the Council of Baſil: Vi- 
inem Dei Genetricem Mariam nunquam actualiter 
ſubjacuiſe originali peccato, ſed immunem ſemper fuiſſe ah 
omni original & actuali peecato, prevenicnte, & operante 


Divigi Numinis Gratia. 
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1 ing, and tarniſh'd the livelineſs of the Paint. 


« A very likely Thing indeed, that this can 
cc be the Virgin's Picture drawn a little be- 
ce fore ſhe left this Earth, when it is plain, ac- 
ce cording to the juſteſt Calculation, ſhe cou'd 
cc not be much ſhort of Eighty Years at that 
« Time. It wou'd be miraculous to ſee a 
« Perſon of her auſtere Lite, preſerve her 


„ Charms even till Forty. How monſtrous 


| © then muſt be the Suppoſition of their being 


ce preſ{crv*d to double that Number of Years? 


„ Beſides, as the Virgin was. in her Youth ex- 
„ quiſitely beautiful (as Ne&phorus om 
c ?tis the more unlikely ſhe Thou'd continue ſo 
e to Old Age; ſince Time always makes the 

= © moſt terrible Depredations, where Nature 

„ has beſtowed her greateſt Skill. 


Tuxs is the Obe tion, and I confeſs, ar 


Z firſt View, it ſeems plauſible enough ; and 1 
cannot ſee how tis poſſible for the Oppoſers of 
the immaculate Conception to ſay one Word 
® againſt it. I fear they muft be driven to the 
= ſad neceſſity of believing, that all St. Luke's 
Pieces are mere Forgeries, and all that wor- 
ſhip them, worſhip they know not what: To 
be ſure they are not the Images of the Virgin, 


and may be the Portraitures of Strumpets. 
But the immaculate Conception ſolves the Mat- 
ter at once; ſiuce being free from all Sin, ſhe 
muſt afſuredly be free from all thoſe Effects, 
which are the Conſequences 7 it. | 

As the firſt Pair wou'd, without doubr, 
never have been ſick or infirm, in pain, or felt 


any Infirmity, had not the Fall broken their 
Conſtitutions, and mangled the Divine Work- 
manſhip: So the Virgin being pure and unſul- 


led, muſt of Courſe have flouriſhed in immor- 
tal Youth, and poſleſs'd all the ſprightlineſs of 
| TTV 


22 

Fifteen, even at a Hundred, if ſhe had continued 
here ſo long. In Truth, then, it matters not, 
at what Time of her Life this Picture was 
drawn; Years having no Power to make any 
Alteration in her Features, unleſs perhaps for 
the better. So that if this Piece we are ſpeak- 
ing of, had preſented us with the Image of a 
venerable Matron, in the decline of Lite, 


Delapſam in Cineres facem ; 


With the Marks of Eighty in her Counte- 
nance, we might ſafely have pronounced it an 
arrant Forgery. The Objections of the Adver- 
ſary, are the ſtrongeſt Evidences of the genui- 
nel of this and the like Paintings. Thus does 
the immaculate Conception, look both to Hea- 
ven and Earth; carrying the Virgin in a trium- 
Phant Chariot upwards, and ſecuring the Vene- 
ration of her Image, left us as a Memorial of 
her, from all ſuſpicion of Fraud or Collution. 
AGAIN, as far as I remember, all the Ap- 
aritions of the Virgin have been bodily, and 
in an Auguſt manner, becoming her Power and 
Majeſty. So ſhe appear d in aid of St. Domi- 
nic, before a vaſt Congregation, when he had 
under his Hands, a Man poſſeſs'd with 15000 
Devils. St. Dominic ask'd, Who was the 
Saint in Heaven the Devil fear d moſt : But 
the Devils beg'd his Excuſe, deeming it a 
cruel Thing in him, to require an Anſwer to a 
ueſtion, which if truly anſwered, muſt at 
once be the Ruin of their Kingdom. How- 
ever, St. Dominic wou'd not be thus put off, 
dut went to work with his Roſary, and imme- 
diately Flames burſt out at the Demoniac's 
Noſe, and an hundred Angels appeared in 
Golden Armour, and in the midſt of Wy 


15 


bs | 
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the Bleſſed Virgin with a Rod of Gold in her vid. Gedd. 
Hand. | Tract. Vol. 


Wurd Santa Roſa was married to Feſus 
Chrift, the Holy Virgin was preſent at the 
Wedding as at the Marriage of Cana in Gali- 
lee. And ſhe had much more Reaſon ( ſays 
c my Author) ſhe having been the ſole Mo- 
© ther and Match-maker ot this Wedding, 


e which had been wholly contrived, and or- 


e (der'd by her, it having been her own Requeſt, 
tc that her only Son did take Ro/a for his Wite, 


© < and who at laſt ſaid theſe Words to the 


« Bride, * See, Roſa, the great Favour my 


= <© Son has done you. 


I uus r add that it has been confidently re- 


3 ported, that ſome Nuns have lived a long Time 
together, upon the Milk of the Bleſſed Virgin; 
but of this I have at preſent no Vouchers, and 


therefore do not much rely upon it. The fol- 
lo ing Account, however, is full to the Point, 
and ſtands upon the Authority of Cardinal Bo- 
na, whom I would almoſt as ſoon believe as the 


4 — himſelf. The Fact is this:“ That a 


« Monk of his own Order, which was the Be- 


4 nedictine, having been carried up to Heaven, 
c did then ſee the Bleſſed Virgin fitting upon 
© qa Throne, with innumberable Multitudes of 
« Monks and Friars, of all Orders beſides his 
© own, about her, The good Benedictine 
« was ſo confounded at this Sight, that he 
«« was ready to have ſunk down; which ha- 
* ving been obſerved by the Bleſſed Virgin, 
< ſhe called him to her, and bid him be of 


Cy 


N. B. Santa Roſa was born about an hundred Years 
ago or more, and her Lite was writ, and printed in Spain 
about 50 or 60 Years ſince, and that no Doubt might re- 
main with any, of the Truth of her Hiſtory, it was approv'd 
and licenced by the Inquiſition, and many more ID, 
£00 


— 


1 


et good Courage, for the Benedlictines were fo 


& dear to her, that they were always the near- 


c eff to ber, and having thrown aſide her 


*© Robes, he ſaw a numberleſs Company of 
<<: Benedictines, which he could not ſee before. 
A remarkable Relation, which, as it proves, 


there is no Order of Monks ſo much in the 


Virgin's good Graces; ſo alſo that foe has actu- 
ally been ſeen embodied in Heaven by a cre- 


dible Witneſs. | 4 


Rites and 
Ceremo. - 
nies of all 
Nations, 


V. Lp. 400, 


Hxxx it will be proper to inform the Reader 
that there is a very valuable Creed in Being, 
that is full to my Purpoſe. I mean that 
which goes by the Name of the Virgin's, 
not becauſe it contains the Articles of her 
Faith, but thoſe Articles of Faith which we 
are to believe concerning her. It begins like 
the Athena/ian Creed, Whoever will be ſaved, 
before all Things it is neceſſary that he hold 
the Faith concerning the Virgin Mary, which 
Faith, except every one do keep undefiled, with= 
out Doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly. It ends 
in the ſame Manner too, This is the Faith con- 
cerning the Virgin, which except a Man believe 
Faithful he cannot be ſaved.” The Article I am 
concerned with is, That ſhe aſcended into Hea- 
ven, and now fits at the Right Hand of the 
Son, praying jor us without ceaſing. The Au- 
thor of this Creed was the celebrated Bona- 
vent ure a great Saint; of whom we have this 
remarkable Paſſage, That not being able to 
< take the Sacrament in the uſual Way, thro® 
4a violent Indiſpoſition in his Stomach, had 
* the Holy Pyx placed upon his Breaſt, “ — 


„This puts me in Mind of a remarkable Cure wrought on 
a Woman at Lanſanne, in the 12th Century, who was 
troubled with a Bloody Flux. A certain Saint calpd mou 
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er the ſacred Wafer inſtantly penetrated that 
C Way into his Bowels, in order to become 
c the Life of his Soul.“ The ſame great Man 
compoſed what is called the Virgin's Pſalter, 
which is nothing more than the Pſalms, which 
David addreſſed to God, with proper Muta- 
tions, addrefled to the Virgin Mary. It was 


Z publiſhed at Paris in the Year 1607, Cum Pri- 
© vilegio Regis, with the Approbation of the Sor- 


bon, and 1s now in Uſe as a proper Manuel of 
Devotion to the Blefled Virgin. I mention 


theſe Particulars as what give Weight to his 


Creed, and ſet it next to the Determinations 
of Popes and Councils. 

HERE it will not be improper to mention 
the Teſtimony of an Eye Witneſs of the Vir- 
gin's Aſcenſion, who tells us, © That St. John 
called together the Apoſtles and Diſciptes to 
ce his Houſe on Mount Sion, to pay their Re- 
ce ſpects to the Virgin Mary. She was then juſt 
te upon the Point of her Tranſlation, and hav- 


e ing kindly taken Leave of every one of them; 


« was carried thro* the Air into Heaven by a 
« triumphant Guard of Angels, in the Sight 
c of the whole Company.” The Relator of 
this Fact is the great Drony/us the Ariopagite, 
who was an Eye Witneſs of the whole Franſ- 
action. | 4 | 


Ir will be neceſſary to give ſome Account Vid. Cave 
of him, that his Teſtimony may not be ſuſ- Hiſt. Lit. 


grade being applied to, ſent the Woman the following 
Words, which ſhe was to lay upon her Stomach: In ſan- 
guine Ade orta eſt mors, In ſanguine Chriſti extincta eſt 
mors. In eodem ſunguine Chriſti imperio tibi, O ſanguis, ut 
fu xum tu um continas : i. e. Death came from the Blood of 
Adam, and as extinguiſhed by the Blood of Chriſt In the 
Name of this Blood of Chi iſt I command thee, O Blood, to flop 
thy Courſe, Vid. Bib. Germanique, Vol. 13. Pag. 74. 

TIES D | pected, 


+ 


f 


— 


—— — — 


‚Z¶ —U—U——ðẽã —— ——̃ —— — 
* * by 
\ 


4 
. 7 
1 
— 
> 
* 
11 
1 
d * 
J 
74 
| ; 


> — _ 
aw — . 4” 
* a. . * N 7 


ius the . 


26 


pected. He was born and educated at Athens 
the Seat of the Muſes. He travelled into E- 
gypt, and ſaw that wonderful Eclipſe of the 
Sun at our Saviour's Paſſion, which produced. 


from him that remarkable Exclamation, * Ei- 


ther God himſelf is ſuffering, or ſympat hizes 
with ſome Sufferer. At his Return Home, he 
was taken into the venerable Aſſembly of the 
Areopagus, and when St. Paul was at Athens, 
he was converted to the Chriſtian Faith, and 
by the Hands of that Apoſtle ordained the firſt 
Biſhop of that See. He died at laſt a Mar- 
tyr for Chriſtianity, in the Reign of Trajan or 
Domitias. Can any one deſire a more authen- 
tick Witneſs of any Fact? A Man of conſum- 
mate Learning, as Suidas repreſents him, a 
Man of high Dignity and Splendor, a Senator 
and Citizen of Athens * his Converſion, 
and which was more a Biſhop and Confeſſor 
after it. | 

I conress many ſpeak very d iſreſpectſully of 
thoſe Writings, which bare the Name of Diony- 
A Frenchman, Dallee, 
has writ a whole Book againſt them; and Ca- 
ſaubon, in a rade Manner, has affixed his Cen- 
ſure in a Copy of Dionyſius's Works, which 
are in our King's Library, The Words are in 
his own Hand-writing, and ſtand there to this 
Day, as far as I know. + The Author hig h- 
Iy deſerves to be read, and in many Things cuts 
the Throat of Popery But *tis Stupidity to 
believe he was contemporary with the Apoſtles, 
*tis Madneſs to attempt to lead others into this 


* 20 OatorTage 1 T Ta%owTs OUVT 206: 


Auctor eſt ſanc lectu digniſſimus, & qui Pontificiorum $ 
cauſam aperte in multis jugulat. Hunc autem fuiſſe Apoſto- 
ualem ſtupeſt credere, furor eſt velle aliis perſua- 


lorum 


dere, Aſinos elle opoxlet, qui hoc ſibi ſinent perſuaderi. 


; Opinion | 
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4 Opinion, and they muſt be very Aſſes who will ſuſ 


fer themſelves to be led into it. If it was neceſ- 
fary I would eater upon a Vindication of this 
Chriſtian primitive Writer, but Nat alis, Alex- 
ander, and Emanuel Schelftratenus have done 
Juſtice to the Works of this firſt Biſhop of 


= Athens, and to them I refer the Curious, not- 
= withſtanding Cauſabon's Stupidity, Madneſs, 
= and Aſſes. 


I sTop here, and beg the Reader will look 


E back and lay all theſe Proofs together, and 


then poiſe their Momentum. I have often ſeen 
a QED ſet at the Concluſion of a Lift of Ar- 


. | 82 of much leſs Weight; but I have no 


nclination to do the like, tho* I preſume I 
have more Reaſon for it. Let the Reader do 
it of his own Accord, when I have compleated 
the whole Argument, if he finds he can do it 
with a ſafe Conſcience. . 

Ir may, perhaps, be thought ſtrange I have 
not yet mentioned the Determinations of Popes 


and Councils: But I conſider where I am; in 
a Country full of Reaſoners, who admit of no 


Authority. St. Par} can hardly ſtand his 
Ground, and even St. Peter himſelt is often cal- 
led to account; fo that his bare Word ſtands for 
little. What can his Succeſſor then hope for, but 
Diſdain, even tho' he ſpeak with the Voice of 
Thunder? I reſolved therefore to write, ſo that it 
may evidently appear, I have no Need of that 


| Support, howſoever honourably I may think of it. 


Bur, to go on, I mult obſerve, that it's a 


| Rule which all good Writers, Orators, and 


Diſputants to reſerve their ſtrongeſt Proofs, and 
upon which they moſt depend to the laſt, which 
is certainly right. The reverſe Method is 
very prejudicial ; for, when a Reader, or 
Hearer obſerves your Proofs to dwindle, and 
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grow fainter and fainter, he naturally ſinks with 
you. and goes away with the laſt, which is, per- 
The Way of jumbling Proofs together at a 
Venture, juſt as they ariſe in the Mind, breeds 
great Diſorder and Confuſion, and rarely has 
any good Effect, but often leaves the Reader 
or Hearer in Suſpence, which is next to doing 
nothing: But the firſt Method rarely fails ot 
Succeſs; ſo that when the laſt Argument is 
ſtrongeſt, the foregoing are commonly honour'd 
with the Influence of it, and the whole ap- 
pears a Sort of regular Demonſtration. Wohe- 
ther I have ranged my Reaſonings in this Or- 
der, and according to their real Moment, in 
what has beenalready ſaid, I ſhall not now look 
back to enquire, but this I will venture to 


aflert, that what I have yet to offer, is worth 


all the reſt ; and, tho' it be only a ſingle Ar- 
gument, I will venture to put it in the Scale 


againſt the many I have offered to Conſidera- 


tion. If I were diſpoſed to be vain, I would 


call it /zngly conſidered, a Demonſtration, and 


plume myſelf upon it, as being a Thought en- 
tirely new, and unoccupied by any Writer, 
that has come to my Knowledge: And yer *tis 
ſo plain and obvious, that I wonder no Body, 
in the Courſe of ſo many Centuries, | has hit 
upon it. The Courſe of it will be of fome 
Length, and therefore I muſt beſpeak both 
your Patience and careful Attention, I ſhall 
go over it gradatim, taking the moſt plain and 
evident Part of it firſt ; which, when well un- 
derſtood, the careful Reader will the more ea- 
{ily take in what follows. ls 
HERE, I obſerve, in the firſt Place, that no 
reaſonable Man will ſcruple to admit this Pro- 
Polition, That where we have the entire * 
| | — ä L 


ps, nothing, and fo your whole Deſign is loſt. 
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= of Saints remaining with us on Earth, or Por- 
lions and Members of their Bodies, there we 
X have good Evidence to believe that thoſe parti- 
= cular Saints were not tranſlated into Heaven. 
Jo ſuppoſe one Body in Heaven, and another 
on Earth, belonging to the fame Perſon, is de- 
ſtroying the common Notion, Men generally 
have of Body; which is, That it can occupy 
but one Place at once and at the ſame Time. 

' THERE is indeed one particular Exception 
which yet I wou'd not mention, were I not 
X apprehenſive it might be drawn into this Argu- 
ment as a Confutation of what is above ad- 
© vanc'd ; but theſe Caſes are fo vaſtly different 
that I would hope few will venture to reaſon 
from the Certainty of the one to the Poſſibility 
of the other. In the one there is Revelation, 
or a Divine Warrant for the Support of it; and 
conſtant Experience in the daily Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, in which ten thouſand Times ten thou- 
ſand Worſhippers at one and the ſame Time, re- 
= cetve into their Mouths, not by Piece-Meal, 
or Diviſion, but whole and entire, the Body of 
= Chrift, which is at God's Right Hand: And 
that there might be no Diſpute in the Caſe for 
Want of occular, Demonſtration ; That which 
uſually appears to the Senſes as naked Bread 
only, has upon particular Emergences aſſum'd 
it's real Shape and Subſtance, and ſtood forth 
as true Body, Fleſh and Blood. A thouſand 
Facts that might be related, will witneſs to 
the Truth of this, both in antient and more 
modern Times ; ſo that the Proofs of the Ubi- 
quity of Body, in the one Caſe, being ſo very 
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plain, and no Evidence at all appearing, or 


TX pretending to be offered on the other, we may 
hold to this, That the Bodies of the Saints that 


ven 
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den at the ſame Time And conſequently are 
a Proof they were not tranſlated. Bo 
As to thoſe Saints of whom we have on! 
ſome particular Members, the Caſe is not ſo 
fully evident, but it looks ſomewhat odd to 
fuppoſe any Saint in Heaven, maim'd, or any 
Ways defective; to want a Head, ſuppoſe, or 
an Arm or a Leg: And therefore I am of 
Opinion, that theſe Portions of them are very 
near as ſtrong againſt a 7ran/lationas entire Bo- 
dies themſelves. They were once in Company 
with their fellow Members, but by ſome ex- 
traordinary Accident have had the good For- 
tune to be preſerved, enſhrined, and worſhip- 


ed, while their Partners are mix'd in common 


Earth, or lie ſome where ſecured from ' periſh- 
ing, till they are miraculouſly diſcovered tor the 
Benefit of fature Times. 6H Þ 
Bor, to advance a Step further, I obſerve 
in the ſecond Place, That there is not one ſingle 
Relick remaining (1 mean of the Bodies) of the 
Perſons who were (without any Diſpute ) tranſ< 
tated into Heaven. 
As to Enoch, we are fo far from hearing of 
any of his Bones, that I don't remember to 
have read any where of any Thing yet in Be- 
ing, that had any Relation to him. He lived 
365 Years, I think, before his Tranſlation, and 
muſt have had Occaſion for many Utenſils, and 
being ſo diſtinguiſhed in his End, every one that 
had an Opportnnity. would have been fond of 
preſerving ſome Remain to perpetuate the Me- 


mory of his Aſcenſion; which would have paſt 


from Father to Son, for I remember no Hint 
which may lead us to conclude there were a- 
mong the Aatediluvians any Sacred, publick 
Repoſitories for theſe Things. However in 
Private Hands tis probable, Euoch's Remains 
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, ÞX were very numerous, eſpecially among the 
XZ Pious. Mah does not appear to have brought 
any of them into the Ark, bur I cannot think 
he wou'd forget to take ſome tew Memorials of 
ſo extraordinary a Perſon ; eſpecially when he 
X ſcems to have had a reliquiary Diſpoſition. The 
= Reaſon of my ſaying ſo is, that he did not for- 
get to convey the Remains of Adam into the Vid. Bayt: 
Ark, and when he came out of it, divided Dict. 4 
his Bones among his Sons, allotting the Skull to — 
Hhem, whoſe Deſcendants brought it into Judea; 
ſo that even Adam's Head may yet appear; 
and there is Reaſon to believe that tho' it 
would be ridiculous to think of ever ſeeing the 
Head, or any other Part of Enoch, yet Time 
may come when ſome of his Veſtments, or 
Furniture, or Portions of them, may be diſco- 
vered: And without Doubt great Numbers of 
ſuch amazing Fragments had been exhibited 
long ago, to the World, had not a terrible De- 
faction from the Faith prevailed in many Places; 
even to the Extinction of all Zeal of Enquiry; 
and in many more has ſo diſheartened the truly 
inquiſitive, and curious, that they have not been 
able to make Head againſt the Sneer and Rail- 
lery of Hereticks. No wiſe Man, I dare ſay, 
let his Zeal be never ſo warm, would venture to 
expoſe in this Iſland, the Slippers of Enoch, 
that fell from his Feet in aſcending, tho' he 
could produce the ſtrongeſt Reaſons, viz. Vi- 
ſions, Revelations and Miracles, to proye them 
a real Part of that great Antediluvians's Ward-. 
robe, A peculiar Sort of Faith is neceſſary to 
= conduct Men on theſe Occaſions, which is not 
the Growth of every Soil, but of ſuch only as are 
under a peculiar Influence, and Regimen: But 
whenever the World is ſo diſpoſed as to return 
to the true Mot her, we may then, and not till 
| . then, 


. „ nu... A Su. 7 _ 


bn Rs. 


Yo oo”. 4Y * 4 MF * 


FF 


Yy. WW OH 


oy I” I” Io EY 


FR 


AY 9 of ES &..ACT CF” 8 


| [32] 
then, expect to retrieve immenſe "Treaſures of 
genuine Remains that now lie locked up, ei- 
ther in the Cabinets of the Connoiſſeurs, or 
buried in various Parts of this terriſtrigal Globe. 
Then ſhall Paleſtine and Aſia the Leſs give up 
their Dead, as yet unknown. Then ſhall Bri- 
tain once more rejoice to ſee her Becket in all 
his Glory; and every other Soil where Patri- 
archs, Prophets and Martyrs, ( whoſe Names 
rhaps were ſcarce heard of) have given up 
the Ghoſt, ſhall diſgorge her holy Slumberers, 
and bid them riſe to Honours that have long 
awaited them, Nay, even Rome herſelf, who 
has undergone ſo many Revolutions, and has 
been ſo ranſacked in every Corner, as almoſt to 
forbid all Hopes of freſh Supplies, ſhall yet 
again, even his Way, pay a new Tribute to 
her Pontiff. | 
Bu x to deſcend to the next Inſtance of a 
feal Tranſlation, which is Elias. Neither are 
there any Remains of his Body, to be heard of 
any more than of Enoch's; and indeed the 
ante diluvian, of whom we have not ſo much 
as a Diſh or a Spoon, wants only a ſingle Re- 
lick of this Sort to equal him with the Afo/aick 
Prophet. A Portion of Elias's Mantle or 
Cloak is the only Remain happily tranſmitted 
to us, and is at Oviedo in Spain, if I am not 
miſinform'd; at leaſt it was there ſome Time 
ſince, and in ſo religious a Country there is 
little Fear of its being embezzled. The 
Courſe of its Paſſage into Spain can only be 
gueſs'd at by me. Probably it was handed 
thro” a Succeſſion of Fewiſh Prophets, till it 
came to Malachi. To whom he committed it, 
I cannot fo much as conjecture. Tis proba- 


ble that it came into the Hands of Fohn the 


Baptiſt at length; and that his Diſciples, who 
| | were 
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were at the Charge of his Funeral, were likely 
enough to be his Heirs. 

An ingenious and learned Friend of mine 
ſuſpects, by the Care St. Paul expreſſes about 
his Cloak, that the Prophet's Garment was in 
his Cuſtody : And if that be the Caſe, T will 
venture to add, that he might probably leave it 
in Spain behind him, after he ſail'd from thence. 
I am not skill'd enough in thoſe faithful Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Records which convey down Things 
of this Nature, and ſo may have betray'd an 
Ignorance that the Antiquaries will laugh at. 
I beg Pardon that I have meddled with Matters 
out of my Reach, and hope the Hardoin's and 
Montfaucon's of this Age will ſet us right; 
who were they but as willing as they are able, 
might perhaps trace every Relick in Being, at 
leaſt great Numbers of them to the very Sources. 
An impartial Hiſtory of this Sort is greatly 
wanted, and would be the moſt entertaining, 
and inſtructive, that has appear d ſince the Fu- 
gitive Creeks brought Learning into Europe. 
I rave ſometimes thought that Mo/es has a 
Title to a Place among the tranſlated. Philo 
2 plainly ſuppoſes that he was tranſlated. 

ome of the Rabbis (may be all for I have 

not dealt much among them), are of the ſame 

Opinion. The Text in Deuteronomy does not 

exclude it. His appearing with Elias at the 

Transfiguration looks that Way, and the * 

Contention between 1 2 the , 
an 


Jude v. 9. Michael the Archangel, when contending 
with che Devil about the Body of Moſes. — That is, when 
Aoſes was dead, and his Body buried in a Place unknown to 
all Men, as the Book of Deuteronomy, . 24. v. 26. and Jo- 
fephus Antiq. J. 4. c. 48. informs us: The Archangel 4. 
ehael was ſent by God to bring his Body out of its Grave ca 
Heaven, which che Devil, who claims the Power of Death, 

ry 2 oppoſed ; 
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and the Devil about the Body of Moſes, re- 
ceives a good Solution upon this Foot. I pay 


no Regard at all to the famous Account of the 
opening Moſes's Sepulchre lately, and the Ab- | 
ſence of the Body from thence. Much leſs can 

J harken to that leud Fellow, who pretended 
to ſhew at Florence a Vial ot Sweat that iflued 
from the Archangel upon this Occaſion. 
However, for the better Reaſons above, I 
own I am not willing to oppoſe the Tranſlation 
of Moſes. What I faid at the Beginning may 


ſeem to lead the Reader to think I did not 


reckon Moſes among the tranſlated ; but he will 
obſerve, upon Reflection, that I was there 
ſpeaking of ſuch who were tranſlated without 


taſting Death. 


LeT Mes then be conſidered as a third 
Example of a literal Tranſlation; and here too 
no one ever heard of a proper Relick of his Bo- 
dy, at leaſt I never did. But as to other Things 
there are very conſiderable Remains; ſuch as a 
Portion of the Manna, with which the Vraelites 
were fed in the Wilderneſs ; Part of the Rod 
with which he divided the Water of the Red 
Sea, which are to be ſeen at Oviedo in Spain; 
and Part of the Altar of Moſes, together with 
another Portion of the Mauna. The two 
laſt I fear are not to be ſeen, having formerly 
had a very unlucky Situation in the Abbey of 
Glaſtenbury, as Hearn's Chronicle informs us. 
Whether they were hid like the Veſſels of So- 
lomon's Temple, when it was deſtroy'd by Ve- 
buchadnezzar, there is no Certainty. How- 


oppoſed : At which Time the Contention happened. This 
is confirm'd by Foſepbus, who probably had it out of an old 


Book, call'd the Aſſumption of Maſes. Thus ſome inter- 


ret the Text, and I own this Senſe put upon it, has a plau- 
Able Appearance, — | 
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ever I have ſo good an Opinion of the reli- 
gious of this Country, as to believe they bu- 
ried all the good Things they could, and 
eſpecially their Relicks, in that ſore Time of 
their . Diſtreſs under Henry VIII. And I am 
the more apt to think ſo, becauſe their Ene- 
mies have not triumph*d much upon the Head 
of carrying their s into Captivity. We 
have ſome Inſtances, I confeſs, of this Nature, 
but they are ſo few that *tis impoſſible to think 
the Hundredth Part of them were Sufferers. 
So the Reſt are reſerv'd to happier Days, to 
grace the Reſtoration of that People, and well- 
come their Return. Foreign Frieſts we mult 
expect as a natural Conſequence of ſuch a. Re- 
volution, but I hope there will be no Neceſſity 
of foreign Relicks, unleſs the Fickleneſs and 
Wantonneſs of our People lead them in Reli- 
gion, as it does in ſecular Matters, where fo- 
reign Food and Sauce, Apparel and Furniture 
are in high Eſteem, when at the ſame Time 
they have better at Home. For my own Part 
I had much rather never ſee this Revolution; 
then ſee it attended with a Hankering after 
ſtrange Dieties, while the Dii Patrii are de- 
thron'd. Give me the Bones of a Becket or a 
Winifred, or of ſome long naturalized Saint, or I 
ſhall lend my Hand to keep up the preſent He- 
reſy and Schiſm. The Cale is exactly the 
ſame with Regard to our Saviour. 
T uxERx is not any where one proper Relick 
of his Body, nor did ever any Man, except one, 
pretend to have found the leaſt Morſel of it, 
that I can hear of. I muſt here obſerve that 
the Blood which came out of his Side (which if 
I miſtake not is yet in Being) muſt not be 
look'd upon as a Relick of his Body, nor the 
Præputium that is to be ſeen at Rome, if I re- 
AA Sr member 


L361 
member right. There was indeed a Monk, 
who once pretended to have brought from Fe- 
ruſalem a Rib of the Verbum Caro; but he 
plainly appears to me to be a wicked Stroler, 
whoſe Deſign was to expoſe and ridicule the 
Veneration the Faithful paid to Relicks, or 


L Enfant elſe a very Knave, who hop'd to cheat honeſt 


Men of their Money. This is manifeſt from 


Il. p. 139: the Liſt he expos'd to the Florentines, in 


which the above-mentioned is one. He ſhew'd 
them a Finger of the Holy Ghoſt, the Face of 
a Seraphim that appear*d to St. Francis, ons of 


the Nails of a Cherubim, ſome of the Rays of 


the Star that appear'd to the three Kings in the 
Kaft. A Vial of the Sweat of St. Michael 
when he contended with the Devil; a Feather 
of the Angel Gabriel, and a little of the Sound 
of the Bells of Solomon's Temple“. This Fel- 
low, who had the Confidence to propoſe ſuch 
a Catalogue of Relicks can deſerye no better 
Character than what I have given him, ſo I 
ſhall pay no Regard to his Rib of the Verbum 
Caro; but eed to obſerve that as we have 
no proper Relick of our Saviour's Body; ſo we 
have innumerable Remains that relate to his 
Birth, Life, Miracles, Death, Burial which are 
all perfectly conſiſtent with his Aſcenſion. 
Tu Manger in which he was cradled is at 


3 Juſt ſuch an impious Fellow was that Monk, who, in 
the laſt Century, carried from Place to Place, a Feather of 
the Holy Ghoſt, When he had held forth upon the Virtues 


of his Relick one Day, and found the People work'd up to a 


r Pirch for Adoration, he opens che Box where he kept 
ie, but met wich nothing but Gals, ſomebody it ſeems havitig 
convey'd away his Feather, and lodg'd them in the Room 
of ir. This Accident would have put any Man. of ordina 
Impudence out of Countenance ; but the Raſcal cry'd out 


aloud, Here are ſome of the Coals that broiled St, Lawrence. 


L'Enfant Preſerv, Vol. III. p 138. 2 
ene Rome, 
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Rome, and, as Baronius fays, is all of plain 
Wood, without any Decorations of Gold or 
Silver. The Water Pots that were us'd at the 
Marriage of Cana in Ga/lilee, are at Ravenna, 
Piſa, and elſewhere. The Table, at which 
he eat the Laſt Supper, the Knife, with which 
he cut the Paſchal Lamb, the Dif, in which 
it was laid, the Cup in which was drunk the 
Sacrament of his Blood, and a Portion of the 
Bread of the Lord's Supper, are Things which 
the Devout know where to find. . 

Tus Cloth that ſpread the Table at the Laſt 
Supper is at Vienne in Dauphine, the Towel 
with which he wip'd the Diſciples Feet, and 
the Hem of his Garment that cur'd the poor 
Woman, are ſtill in Being. This laſt is at C- 
logne in the Poſſeſſion of the Carthufians, and 
the Ladies of that Place, we are told, ſend Wine 


to the Monks to have the Relick ſteep'd in it, Geddes 7. 


and drink it upon any emergent Occaſions. 
Some Pieces of our Lord's Swadling Cloths, 
when he lay in the Manger, ſome of the Bread 
with which he ſatisfied the Hunger of 5060 Peo- 
ple, the Hair of St. Mary Magdalen, with 
which ſhe wip'd his Feer, are to be met with ar 
Oviedo, together with ſome of the Earth our 
Lord ſtocd upon when he rais'd Lazarus, and 
ſome of the Earth of Lazarus, his Grave. 
We had formerly here in the Monaſtery of 
Glaftenbury ſore of the Gold that the Wiſe 
Men offer*'d to our Lord, with ſome of thoſe 
Stones of which the Devil ſaid to 7eſus, Com- 
mand that theſe Stones be made Bread, as Hoarn 
tells us in his Chronicle of that Monaſtery ; bur 
theſe in all Probability are irrecoverable Loft, 
the * Gold eſpecially. | Iuusr 
* If ir was coin d Money we might have ſome Profpeds 
of hearing of it. And doubtleſs i would give us ſome Light, 
2 as 
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I uus not forget a moſt remarkable Re- 
lick, that can never be too much admired, there 
being not the like any where in the World, I 
verily believe. Relicks that are common, and 
that are to be ſeen in many Places, do not 
ſtrike the Mind ſo ſtrongly (tho' indeed the 


commonneſs of them diminiſhes not at all their 


real Worth, or ſalutary Efficacy) as thoſe that 
are rare, eſpecially if there be but one of the kind 
in the Univerſe. At Vendome in France 
t they ſhow a Tear, which our Saviour ſhed 
ce over Lazarus, and was gather'd up by an 
« Angel, who put it in a little Chryſtal Vial, 
« and made a Preſent of it to Mary Magda- 
* Jen. The famous Pere Mabillon is now 
6 (i. e. when Mr. Addiſon was upon his Tra- 


c yels, for from him I take this Account) en- 


de gag'd in the Vindication of this Tear, which 
« a learned Eccleſiaſtick in the Neighbour- 
«© hood of Vendome, wou'd have ſuppreſſed as 
« a falſe and ridiculous Relick, in a Book he 
cc had dedicated to his Dioceſan, the Biſhop of 
« Blois. It is in the Poſſeſſion of the Bene- 
c dictine Convent, which raiſes a conſider- 
«© able Revenue, out of the Devotion which is 
ce paid to it, and has now retained the moſt 
cc learned Father of that Order, to write 
sin its Defence — Ir has never been my 
good Fortune to meet with this Vindication of 


Mabillon, but the Character of the Man, and 


his other learned Performances, will eaſily in- 
duce me to believe, that he got the better of his 
Adverſary. I may be miſtaken, but the true 


as to the Place in the Eaſt, from whence they came. As they 
were Kings tis probable they brought with them ſome Me- 
dals ſtruck at their ſeveral Coronations, which when found, 
may enlighten ſome Obſcurities of the Eaſtern, Hiſtory. © - | 
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Way to judge of the Iſſue of the Conteſt, is to 
enquire whether the Faithful have abated of 
their Zeal for the Tear; and the Monaſtery of 
the Benedifines has fallen ſhort of its uſually 
Profits ariſing from it. | 

SOMETHING or other of the Apparatus of 
our Lord's laſt Sufferings and Crucifixion is 
common enough. 'The entire * Croſs itſelf 
was found by St. Helena, in the Year 326. 
The Story is told by Ambrojus,, Sulpitius, 
Paulinus, Rufinus, Ferom, Chry/oftom, among 
the Antients, and by Moderns Without Num- 
ber; and is ſo well known, that I need ſay no 
more about it. The Inſcription that Plate 
affixed to it, is ſtill at Rome, and Tholouſe, if 
my Author ſays right. How it is divided be- 
tween them, I have not learnt, but it ſeems 
to me that Rome has the beſt Title to the La- 
tin Part; or perhaps it may be only multi- 
plied. 

Trex Nails with which our Saviour was 
faſtned to the Croſs, are to be ſeen, one at 
Milan, two at Rome, in the Churches of St. 
Helen and the Holy Croſs, one at Sienna, one 
at Venice, one at Cologne, one at Triers, three 
at Paris, and I believe more of them are to be 
heard off. 

ABour four or five Hundred Years ago, 
Lucas Tudenſis mentions four, one at Paris, 
one at Conſtantinople, and two at Tarſus in 


Not far from Jeruſalem is a Convent of the Greeks, 
taking its Name from the Holy Groſs. The Reaſon of its Name 
and Foundation is, becauſe here is the Earth that nouriſhed 
the Root, that bore. the Tree, that yielded the Timber that 
made the Croſs, Under the High Altar, you are ſhewn a 
Hole in the Ground, where the Stump of the Tree ſtood, 
c&c. Vid. Maundrel's Jour. from Aleppo te Jeruſalem, 
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Cilicia ; but the Diligence of after Ages, has 


made further Diſcoveries, ſo that all our An- 


tiquaries, Statuaries, and Painters have been 
yu miſtaken ; who, as far as I have ob- 


erved, ſpeak of no more, nor expreſs any more 


in their Pieces, than three *. 


Tux Taunce or Spear that was uſed at our 
Lord's Crucifixion was found, I cannot ſay 


when or where, or by whom ; but that it was 
found, is certain, ſince it has been heard of in 
ſeveral Places, The Point, or rather Points of 
this Inſtrument (it ſeems to have been a ſort of 
Pike with four or five Points) are at Rome, 
Paris, Saintes, and at another Place, which I 


Hiſt. Ref. have forgot: And we learn from Burnet, that 
I. Pat Reading there was an Angel, who brought 


over the Spear s Head that pierced our Saviour. 
If theſe five Points, or rather four of them, 
were brought together (for that at Reading 1 
fear is gone beyond Redemption) we might 


better judge of this military Inſtrument. I 
don't remember that Montfaucon has any where 
in his Antiquities, given us the Cuts of theſe 


- + There are ſome who Account for this Number of Nails 
of the Croſs thus. That there are indeed but three remark - 
able Nails which faſtned the Hands and Feet; as to the 
reſt of them, they are either thoſe which have been rubb'd 
againſt the former, in order, without doubt, to receive 
the ſame divine and miraculous Qualities; or are only little 
Parts of the true or genuine ones (like that, for inſtance, at 
Aix la Chapelle, which is the Point only of chat ſhown at 
Rome). or are only ſuch as faſtned the various Pieces of the 
Croſs together. wag | 
They may likewiſe very probably be Nails of Croſſes, to 


which ſeveral Holy Martyrs have formerly been fixed, and as 


Martyrs, are the Members of Chriſt, there is ſome Authority 
for maintaining them to be Nails of our Saviour's Crofs ; by 
which Conſtuftion it may eaſily happen, that ſeveral fue 
Nails of the Croſs, may appear in the World. AR 
| KRites and Gem, of all Nat. Vol. I. 5. 3491. 
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e 
Points, Copies of which, no doubt, might 
have been procure. 17 

Tux /eamle/s Coat of our Lord was found, 
to the beſt of. my Remembrance, at a Mona- 
ſtery near Paris. There were certain Letters 
upon it (in Needle-work I ſuppoſe) which 
ſhow'd. it was made by his Mother for him, 
when he was very Young. Tis now at Triers 
on the Moſelle, and at another Town on the 
Heine. 3 


Ab! Quantum mutatus ab illo / 


The Roman Soldiers wou'd not divide it, Ah 
ſhame that Chriſtian Men ſhou'd ſplit it, and 
rend it! I will not give theſe People the hard 
Name of Schiſmaticks, but tis plain th 
have made a Rent in that which was delign'd 
as an Emblem of Unity. Let them amicably 
meet together, and call to their Aſſiſtance the 
experteſt Artiſts at the Needle, and when they 
have finely. drawn it together, let the Lot de- 
termine the Property. The Sponge, and the 
Gall are at Rome. 3 
Tuxxx is none of the Vinegar remaining, that 
I have heard of, unleſs it be in the Sponge, 
which, whether 1t be wet or dry, I do not 
know. * 
Tux Pillar of Flagelation is at Rome and at 
Feruſalem too, as Maundrel aſſures us. 
Tus Crown "| Thorns is pretty much ſcat- 
tered, a third Part of it being in one Place, a 
ſingle Thorn there, this Place has two, that 
three, another fue. Paris, Rome, Compeſtella, 
Oviedo, Maſcon, Tholouſe and other Places 
here and there, boaſt of the precious Remains. 
An Enemy to theſe Sort of Antiquities, but a 
great Devotee to all Heathen and prophane 
5-8 A | Relicks, 


— 
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Relicks, once told me, in his ſtrong. Way of 
ſpeaking, That he did not queſtion, but if a 
diligent Search was made thro" Chriſtendom, as 
many Thorns of this Crown might be picked 
up as would fence out an Acre of Ground : But 
there is no talking with ſuch Men, who always 
come loaded with the higheſt Prejudices when 
theſe Matters are propoſed to them. They are 
Chriſtian Relicks, and that's enough to make 
them Cheats and Forperies ; as if theſe were not 
capable of being preſerv'd, and handed down, as 
well as thouſands of Heathen Utenſils, Inſtru- 
ments of War, Statues, Baſſo Relievo's, Shields, 
Urns, and I know not what. What ſhould be the 
Reaſon that the Pagan Antiquities at Rome are 
all genuine, and the Chriſtian Relicks there 
are Monkiſh Impoſtures? 77/tus's Triumphal 
Arch is a true Remain of that Emperor's Gran- 
deur and Victories: Our Saviour's Cro/s, and 
the Inſcription, which are yet in Being as well 
as that, are mere Forgeries. A Roman Urs 
is a precious Treaſure, our Lord's burial Cloths. 
are no better than Rags. This Man, whom 
I juſt now mentioned, who would gaze with 
Wonder, and even adore the Arm of Alexan- 
der, if he had it; would yet turn up his Noſe 
at the Right Hand of John the Baptift. Shew 
him the Dagger that ſtabb'd Cæſar in the Se- 
nate-Houſe, or a Portion of his Toga, and you 
captivate his Eyes; but ſhew him the Point of 
that Spear which pierc'd a ſacred Body, or the 
ſeamleſs Coat that covered it, and you raiſe his 
Indignation. Tis well if you can perſuade 
him to view it, or if he condeſcends to that, 
you'll have a thouſand: Objections ſtarted, and 
he'll leave you with his Sneets and his Joaks, 
or, at leaſt, pity your Weakneſs. Indeed, it 
iz, to be lamented, that ever ſince the Re 
ner | | 07 wr 


— 
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vival of Learning (as ſome call it) the religi- 
ous Diſpoſition is much ſunk, and Men have 
ſuffered themſelves to be called off from ſeek- 
ing after Chriſtian Antiquities, to hunt after 
Heathen Urns, Priapu's, Lares, Demigods, 
Coins, Altars, and a thouſand other Things, 
with hard Names. I know where an antique 
Venus would ſell for fifty Times as much as the 
Pidture of the Virgin Mary, tho* drawn by the 
the Hand of St. Luke. _— 


1 
Puget hæc opprobia. 


Poor Montfaucon How could a Chriſtian 
Prieſt conſume ſo much Time and Pains, as to 
collect fifteen Volumes of Egyptian, Greek, 
Roman, Arabian, Ethiopian, Phenician, H. 
rian, Perſian, Scythian, German, Antiquities, 
all of Heatheniſh Original? Sure he would 
have deſerved much better of the Church, and 
acted more becoming his ſacred Function, if he 
had put together the Fame Number of Volumes, 
explaining Chriſtian Antiquities, which I be- 
lieve might have been done with more Eaſe 
and leſs Expence : But ſuch is the State of Things 
that it's likely he perceived his Pains would 
have been loſt, and that Jupiter and his Thun- 
der, would ſell better than better Things; a 
Figure of a Veſtal Lamp would have more Pur- 
chaſers than that of the Virgin Mary; the 
Needles, Earings, and Girdles of the Pagan 
Ladies, would pleaſe better than the ſame Im- 

lements of Chriſtian Matrons and Martyrs; 
in a Word, that Heathen Furniture, Diſhes, 
Spoons, Cups, and rich Veſſels would attract a 
carnal Eye ſooner than the Virgin's Earthen 
Ware, in her Cupboard at Loretto. This 
vitiated Taſte has been the Occaſion of intro- 
ducing into — Churches at Rome = 
"IP ＋ 2 cha 
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44) 
tke Remains of old Heathen Temples, that 
| had been conſecrated. to Idols. A Pillar that 
Addiſ.Tra- ſtood may be in a Temple of Apollo or Bacchus, 
vels,p.172-0r Venus, now blazes over an Altar where Fe- 
| ſus the Son of God is every Day ſacrificed. In- 
deed it is a burning Shame that Rome, the 
holy Rome, the Seat, of Sanctity, ſhould have 
| in her more Heathen Relicks than any City 
_ under the Dominion of her Pontiff; that an 
| entire Temple, ſacred to Gods and Goddeſſes, 
ſhould yet be ſtanding there; as if Heatheniſm 
4 was one Day yet to triumph over the Religion 
* of Jeſus in the Capital of his Vice-gerent. I 
10 have long ſuſpected that a Worldly Spirit, has 
ö been for many Years ſliding into that City, not- 


A withſtanding all the Attempts of the ſeveral 
4 Succeſſors of St. Peter there to ſuppreſs it; for 
4 tho* they have all been unerring in Points of 
4 Faith, and could never teach Men Doctrines 
untrue; Yet Virtue and Vice, being Things of 

a perſonal Nature, and what the Man himſelf 

muſt be active in; they do not fall under the Ju- 

riſdiction of Infallibility. That was deſigned 

only to make Men orthodox and ſound in their 

Opinions and Belief ; not to combat - their 

Vices and reform their Lives; ſo that the 

Popes of Rome have no more Reaſon to be 

charged with the Vices of their Subjects and 

Miniſters than any temporal and ſecular Prin- 

ces themfelves. Nay, I do not ſee that this 

Infailibility of zhe/e ſpiritual Princes muſt neceſ- 

hey be attended with Virtue in their own 

Perſons, ſince Opinions and Practices are 

Things of a quite different Nature, and are 

every Day ſeen to contradict each other in 

namberleſs Examples. Not that I would infi- 

nuate that the Caſe has been ſo in any of the, 

Succeſſors of St. Peter, remembering very well 

71 that 
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that remarkable Obſervation of the good Flo- 
rentine, Colutius Salutatus de fagnano, and 
which others had obſerved before him, That 
the Apoſtolick See has this natural Priviledge 
annexed to it, Either to find a Saint to be made 
Pope, or make him a Saint after his Election. 

H1s Words are, Ut dici ſolet, habet hoc 
Apoſtolica ſedes innatum, quod vel Sanctum in 
veniat hominem, vel Sandtificet jam inventum. 
The Popes then, I ſay, are no ways chargeable 
with this terrene Taſte, that has got into their 
Metropolis, but only their Miniſters and Sub- 
jects, who reap the Profit of it. My Zeal for 
the devout Father ( whoſe Devotion, perhaps, 
may ſometimes make him a Property) may 
have led me a little too far out of my Way, 
in the Opinion of the Reader, tho* I — 5 
as to myſelf, ſuch Excurſions are like ſteppin 
aſide out of the Road, to ſee a beautiful Pro 
pect or an elegant Building, when a Man is 
upon a Journey, They enliven the beaten 
Tract, and detuſe a Chearfulneſs over the Re- 
mainder of his Road. Having then thus done 
rg to a favourite Character, I return to my 

ath. 

TE Linnen Cloaths, in which Chriſt was 
wrapp' d in the Tomb, are at Turin. The Au- 
thority of Baronius is ſufficient to put all o- 
ther Claimants to Silence. His Words are ex- 
preſs, Permanſit integra divina operante virtute 
illæſaq; hactenus ſanctiſſima Sindon, que con- 
poris Domini Noſtri J. C. delibuta unguento in 
Sepulcro poſita fuit, veluti operimentum et ſtra- 
tum, que et in ſe imaginem in ſepulcro Domini 


Jacentis expreſſit, aſſervaturq; ſummo honore in 
Eccleſia 7 aurinenfs. 


TAE — that was about the Head, is 


not yet fixed to any Place that I know of. B. 
ronius 


* 


- 
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0 
ronius leaves us here in the Dark, | obſerving 
only from Bede, that it was tranſmitted to 
Poſterity after it had been miraculouſly pre- 
ſerved from the Flames, I have much ado to 
forgive this, our Annaliſt, for a baſe Omiſſion 
here, when he had our Countryman Bede be- 
fore him, for had not my Author told the 
whole Truth from Bede, I ſhould not have had 
the Opportunity of laying before my Reader a 
very curious Piece of Hiſtory, which Baronius 
paſſes over, as not worth his Notice. Bede's 
Account is, That this Napkin was W 
s ſtoln by a Few, and deſcended to his Poſ- 
te terity, who, by the Virtues of it grew ex- 
« ceeding rich. At length there aroſe a Con- 
te teſt about the Property of it, and the Mat- 
*< ter was carried before a Saracen Prince, 
* whoſe Name was Majuvias, and who liv'd 
* about Bede*'s Time. The Judge immedi- 
« ately ordered a Fire to be made, and threw 
* the Napkin in directly, committing the 
«© Deciſion to ous The Affair was foon 
« determined, for it flew out of the Fire, and 
c after it had a good while ſported itſelf in 
e the Air, it {lid down gently into the Arms 
« of a Chriſtian. Bede's Words are, Sudari- 
* um veloct raptu effugiens evolaſſe, & in ſum- 
*c mo aere diutiſime quaſt ludendo volucritaſſe ; 
* ad ultimum ſeſe leviter in cujuſdam de Plebe 
« Chriſtiano ſinum depoſuiſſe.” As this Chriſ< 
tian was, in all Probability, a poor Man, 'tis 
not to be ee that he ſoon mended his 
Fortune, fince we may be ſure the Napkin 
could not in Decency be more kind to the old 
Poſſeſſors who were Fews, than to the preſent 
Proprietor who was a Chriſtian. 1. 
PRRHANs the ſecular Virtue of it is one 
Reaſon that it is not yet come to Light, Met 


* 
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not being fond of letting the World know how 
they get their Money. It this Mundane Energy 
ceaſes, and a Celeſtial Efficacy, which be- 
longs, I think, to 'all other Relicks comes 1n 
its Room, we may ſoon expect to hear of it. 
Things of a meerly ſpiritual Nature, are not 
much hoarded up, the Virtue of them being 
univerſal, and as applicable to every Man, as 
to any one in particular; as efficacious in a 
Church or Convent (may be more ſo) as in a 
private Apartment : So that no Man, let him 
be ever ſo much a Niggard, will, in this Caſe, 
be under any Temptation to keep this Kejunaioy 
as a private Property, when it will do him, in 
all Reſpects, as much Good, when alienated 
to the publick Welfare. Nay, there are high 
Inducements to excite him to reſign it to a 
Convent, ſince his Name will not fail to laſt as 
long as the Relick itſelf, and every Worſhip- 
per in ſucceeding Ages will bleſs the Hand 
which placed it there. While he lives his Ho- 
nours will be great, and when he dies he may 
expect to paſs ſwiftly thro* the Purgatorial 
Fires, and in due Time ſee himſelf enroll'd 


among the Saints. Then will he look down 


propitious in a peculiar Manner, on, thoſe who 
croud around his Donative. So much I thought 
proper to ſay for the Encouragement of the Per- 
ſon that has this Napkin, upon Condition it 
looſes its Virtue of making Men rich: For o- 
therwiſe, I would not perſuade any Man to 
art with it to a Convent: Such a Place, bein 
by no Means, the proper Receptacle for this 
Relick, during the Continuance of its earthl 
Virtues, which would greatly endanger the De- 
votion of the Cells,. and perhaps turn the holy 
Fabrick into a Den of Rioters and Debau- 
chees. If it is got into our Iſland, and in a 


85 - | proper 
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o 


proper Hand, I would humbly propoſe to the 

Poſſeflor, that when he has ſatisfied his own 

Demands, and made a reaſonable Proviſion for 

all his 1 19g Friends and Neighbours, 
e 


he would be ſo good as ſo ſuffer it to circulate 
thro* the poor Vicarages and Rectories of 


South Britain, till they are all augmented to 


50 Pound per Ann. 


IWII I not pretend to offer any Scheme 


for its fyture Courſe, but if it were for Perpe- 
tuity, appointed to this Uſe, or ſomething of 
the like Nature, I preſume the Inhabitants of 
this Part of Britain would ſoon feel the good 


Effects of it, in the aboliſhing of Tithes and 


all Sorts of Church Dues; nay in the Courſe 
of a few Years, in a Surrender of the Glebe 


to the Uſe of the Patrons, or if it ſhall be 


thought more proper to the Service of the Pub- 
lick. 


vs v juſt mention that celebrated Relick 


called the Veronica in St. Peter's at Rome: 
*Tis the memorable Handkerchief with which 
Berenice wip'd our Lord's Face, covered with 
Sweat and Blood, and has this amazing Pecu- 
culiarity in it, That it retains to this Day the 
Effigies of his Face, tho* not very diſtinEt, if I 
remember right. For being, as I imagine, 
rumpled up when it received the Impreſſion, 
the Image would naturally appear confuſed, 
upon its being opened; I don't know that it 
was every brought into its firſt Situation, ſo as 


to exhibit the true Liniaments of a Face: But 


this I ſpeak only by Conjecture, not 22 5 | 
0 4 


any Writer by me who has accurately deſctib 


this Relick. _ 


IM,, mention other Relicks of this Sort, 


and indeed a greater Number then I have 


touch'd upon, without tiring the devout Rear | 


der, 
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der; and as for the Indevout I have mention'd 
too many already to expect any Favour from 
him; However I will mention one more that. 
will perhaps pleaſe him, and atone for all the 
reſt, and. which he will readily believe without 
any Heſitation. The Relick, I mean, is the 
Blood of our Saviour, formerly at Hales in Glo- 
ceſterſbire, kept in a Chriſtal Vial. It had 
ſomething very remarkable in it which was 
this, That the People at certain Seaſons could 
ſee it very plain, and at other Times could 
not ſee it at all. The ſignal Favour, it ſeems, 
of ſeeing it, depended; upon the good Qualifi- 
cations of the Perſons, and the Man that 
could not ſee it was judg'd to be under the 
Dominion of ſome mortal Sin. In the Reign Burner's 
* of Henry VIII. this Blood was diſcovered to hf fe,. 
„be no other than the Blood of a Duck, 4. 
« which the Prieſts renew'd every Week: 
«© And the one Side of the Vial was fo thick, 

that there was no ſeeing through it; but 

ct the other was clear and tranſparent : And it 

e was plac'd ſo near the Altar, that one in a 

c ſecret Place behind could turn either Side of 

ce it out ward: So when they had drain'd the 

«© Pilgrims that came thither of all they had 
brought with them, they afforded them the 

« Favour of turning the clear Side outward, 

« who upon that went Home very well ſa- 

cc tisfied with their Journey, and the Expence 

e they had been at. Let the Indevout pleaſe 
himſelf with this and a hundred more of the 

ſame Sort he may have heard of, I am in 

no Pain about the Event, and dare truſt 

them in the Hands of Catholicks, whoſe 

Faith is too ſteady to be ſhaken by ſuch 
Relations. Let St. Anthony at Geneva ap- 

ear to be the privy Parts of a Stag, or the 
Brain of St. Peter, at . ſame Place, * | 
3d t 
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thy good Graces. 
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the Shape of a Pumice Stone, as Calvin ſays, 


they did in his Time, I'm ſure the true Devo- 


ree to Relicks will deſpife the Author of ſuch 
Reports, or if he condeſcends to think the 
Man relates what he ſaw, will ftand to it that 
the ſacred Relicks affum'd theſe Shapes to avoid 
the Eyes of the Prophane. | 

"'Urox the whole, I think I have mentioned 


Particutars enough under this Head ; and *tis 


eaſy to obferve that there is not among them 
all one proper Relick of our Lord's Body. And 
indeed, tis impoſſible there ſhould, ſince he 


took it to Heaven with him. So that it now 


appears, that in all the undoubted Examples 
0 


Tranſlation and Aſcenſion there are no pro- 


per Relicks to be met with any where, how- 
ever numerous the Remains of another Kind are. 
Every one will not 'preſently fee whither 


+ all this tends that I have now ſaid, and I may 
expect to be chaſtiſed before my Reader takes 


a Step further. What does the Fellow mean 
with ſuch a buſtle and bouncing about what 
every one knows as well as he, that of Bodtes, 
which are taken up to Heaven entire, nothing 
can remain on Earth? | 5 


Quid dignum tanto feret hic Promiſſor hia ta? 


191. 7 
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in reading, Neyer to condemn a Man till you 
have heard him out. S8 
I proceed therefore, and ſhall now prove, 
that tho” I acknowledge there are innumerable 
Remains of the Virgin in Being, yet there are 
no proper Relicks of her Body any where on 
this Globe. COIN | 
Anp here I think *tis hardly neceſſary to 
obſerve, that I ſhall have no Regard to thar 
Matter which flew off from her, by what is 
called by the Phyſicians inſenſible Perſpiration. 
I ſhall not, I ſay, look upon this as a proper Re- 
lick of her Body, ſuppoſing there may be Por- 
tions of it collected or run together any where. 
This can be no Argument againſt her Franſla- 
tion; for then neither Enoch, nor Elias, nor 
Moſes, are Inſtances of a proper Tranſlation, un- 
leſs it can be thought that all the Matter which 
was ever a part of their Perſons from the Time 
of their Birth to their Diſappearance, was aſ- 
ſum'd at their quitting this Earth; which no 
Body will be fo extravagant as to aſſert. They 
will then, indeed, appear above as bulky as Whi/- 
ton's Antediluvian Giants, who were the Off- 
ſpring of the Egregori. Neither, further, can 
any of the Virgin's Mile, which was carefully 
collected, and preſerv'd by the Devout, and 
tranſmitted to the preſent Age in reaſonable 
Plenty, be conſidered in the preſent Caſe. Nor 
ſhall I admit any of her Hair, or the Water in 
which ſhe waſh d her Hands, or the paring of 
her Nails, or any of her Teeth, if they are in 
Being, into the * of proper Relicks. It 
muſt be ſome Portion of that Body in which ſhe 
laſt appear d as a living Subſtance on our Earth, 
that i look upon in the higheft and propereft 
Senſe a true Relick of her Perſon, | 
IIS, indeed, a great Felicity that there is 
ſuch a Multitude of Things remaining, which 
— er 6 2 3 


Vid. Eu- 
ſeb. Hiſt. 
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once belong d to her, and Bleſſings innumera- 
ble are reckon'd up which have attended them 
in the ſeveral Parts of the Church where they 
have been plac'd ; But the Comforts of her 
Body have been denied us, for more than 1602 
Years, not a Bone, Muſcle, Artery, Joint, 
Member or Ligament being heard of. Had ſhe 
gone the Way of all Fleſh, her whole Body 
entire would — remain'd, or at leaſt ſome 
Scraps, and the ſame heavenly Viſions and 


Revelations which brought other Bones to light, 


of infinitely leſs Value, would have diſcover- 
ed her's, even tho' they had lain forgotten for 
many Centuries. _. . 
WI have no Account, that I remember, for 
the three or four firſt Centuries of Church Hi- 
ſtory, of the burial Places of any of the Apo- 
ſtles, excepring Fames the Fuſt, St, John, 
Philip, Feter, and Paul. St. Fames was bu- 
ried at Feruſalem, the Place where he ſuffer'd, 
as Hege/ippus relates. Polycrates aſſures us, 
that St. ohn died at Epheſus, and Philip at 
Hicropelis ; and *tis moſt likely they were in- 


1. 2. c. 22. {err d where they died. And Caius, a Writer, 
andz3.and in the Beginning of the third Century, affirms, 
J. 5. c. 24. that St. Peter and St. Paul were depoſited at 


Rome: So that for the Remainder of the apo- 


ſtolick College, there was a Neceſſity of Reve- 


lation in order to diſcover their Remains, there 
being no Record at all by which they could be 
diſcoyer'd;, Accordingly Nicephorus and The- 
odorus Lector informs us, that Anaflafins de- 


poſited the Relicks of St. Bat holome at Daræ, 
a Town on the Borders of Perſis, on the Ad- 
monition the Saint himſelf gave him in a Dream. 


So the Body ot St. Matthew was found by a 


Revelation from himſelf, and tranſlated from 


Bithynia to Salernum. In the fame Manner 


ſome of the old Prophets have been brought to 


light 


Py 


E . 
light, In the Reign of Theodgſius the Great, 
the Bodies of Habbaccuc and Michah. were 
found at Eleutheropolis and a neighbouring 
Place, by a Revelation made to Zebennus, Bi- 
ſhop of that City, as Sozomon ſays expreſly per His Lib. 7. 
divinam in Somnis Revelationem, and ſo the c. 28. 
Body of Zachary and Samuel were found in 
the 5th Century. Inftances of this Sort may be 
met with in great Plenty in Baronius, who is 
very curious and exact in ſuch Particulars. The 
Reader will give me Leave to take Notice of 
one from St. Auſtin, the renowned Biſhop of 
Hippo. In one of his Sermons after he had re- 
lated the Martyrdom of St. Stephen as it ftands 
in the Acts, he adds an Account of the finding 
of his Body, which had lain hid from the Time 
of his Interment, and was very lately brought 
to light by Revelation. His Words are very 
remarkable and much to my Purpoſe, Hujus Aug. Senn. 
Corpus eo uſq; ad iſta Tempora latuit ; nuper 25. 
autem apparuit ficut ſolent apparere Sanctorum 
Martyrum Corpora, Revelatione Dei, quando 
placuit Creatori. And is it poſſible - any 
Man to think, that on Suppoſition of the Vir- 
gin's Death and Burial in the ordinary Way, 
ſhe could have hitherto lain hid, when ſo many 
Bodies of leſſer Value have miraculouſly emergꝰ d 
from the Duſt? I muſt venture to ſay, if the 
had been committed to the Earth like one of 
us, that Guards of Angels would have watch'd 
her Sepulchre if the Faithful had forgot it, or 
by the Heat and Fury of Perſecution had 
been driven from it: So it had been preſerved 
to calmer Days, and ſoon become a Rendez- 
vous of devout Worſhippers. Here the firſt 
Chriſtian Church would have rear'd its Head, 
here the firſt Altar would have been ſacred to 
her Memory, and here the firſt eſtabliſh'd Maſs 
wculd have been chaunted to her Honour. * 
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if I may not have Leave to ſpeak thus, ſurely 
Time, which has brought forth the Bodies of all 
the Apoſtles, either entire or in Part, would 
have produc'd the Body of the Virgin if it 
had any Repoſitory among Morrtals. 

SHALL, (to mention yet inferior Saints) St. 
Clement, St. Irenæus, St. Cyprian, and St. He- 
lena be reſcued from their dark Dwellings, 
and a thoufand other meaner Names be ſecured 
in Pompous Editices, and not a ſingle Atom of 
the Queen of Heaven fhare in the like Honour? 
How abſurd ! 

_ The Body of St. Lake lies guarded from Cor- 
rupt ion at Padua, and his Head in Great Rome 
herſelf, in the Vatican. 

Sr. Mark was found in the gth Century and 
depoſited at Venice, where a magnificent Pile, 
with all imaginable Decorations, ſtands erected 
over him. | A | 
Sr. BarthoJomewreſides in Peace at Beneven- 


tum, enſhrined and worſhipp'd, after a Tranſla- 


tion from Tadia or Pera. 
ST. Fames lies now in State at Compoſella, 
uncker the High Altar of the Church, after a 
perilous Voyage along the Mediterranean in a 
Harble Ship. e peas 
ST. Paul, or rather St. Peter, graces the Me- 
; lis of Chriftendom, the Scat of Infallibi- 
lity, the Center of Unity, the Source of Light, 
to whom great Numbers of ſpacious Provinces 
and Kingdoms pay their tributary Reverence, 
and to & 790 the whole Globe ought to bow the 
Knee; had but Men the Grace to hearken to 
her Claim. | 24% #3 21 1590 
THxzt&t, where the Sovereign Pontiff fits en- 
thron'd, and in the moſt coftly Temple, that 
blazes with a thouſand Altars, beſpangled with 
the moſt coſtly Ornaments, lies St. Peter, ſur- 
tounded with rerreſtrial Honours, waitin — a 


3 
Reſurrection to celefial : And ſhall the Nleſſed 
Vitgin be the Food of Worms, or wander itt 
Ten thouſand Bodies, paſs t h infinite Al- 
terations and Tranſmutations, which I tremble 
to think of? It cannot be. No, She could not 
fail of ar leaft equal Honours, had the Earth 
contain'd her. She is then entred into the 
Heavens and ſaw no Corruption. She was not 


found becauſe God had taken her. 


Ir what I have hitherto faid be not ſuffici- 
ent to gain Aſſent to my Propoſition, I have that 
yet to add, which I queſtion not will make the 
judicious and anprejudic'd Reader my Captive. 

Ir therefore he is not quite fired, (as we 
have travelled thus far together) I hope he 
will not turn his Back here, but let me have 
the Pleaſute of his Company, white I open to 
him a new Scene. And indeed, I cannot do 
Joie to my Subject utileſs I take particulat 

Notice of the Virgit's Honſe yet remaining, 
which furniſhes me with this Refle&ion, That 
tis highly diſhonourable to her to believe that 
the Cttage in which fhe dwelt at Nazareth 
ſhonld yet ſubſiſt in good Condition; and that 
the Tabernacle, in which her Spirit dwelt, ſhould 


lie in Ruins, blended with common Duft. - 


Tuts Relick is, indeed, of ſuch an extraordinary 
Nature initſelf, as being the only one of the Kind 
in the Juiverſe, and being from the firſt Appear- 
ance of it to this vety Day all- over fo e 
miracttlons, that it requires (I have ſome Time 
thought) a very ſtrong Faith, and a good De- 
gree of Self Annihilation ſo much as to believe 


one Word that is ſaid about it; tho' the Evi- 


dences of its being genuine, both internal and 


external, are as ſtrong, It not ſtronger, than for 


ſingle Relick whatever. | 
I was once reſolv'd not to mention it, as well 
knowing that the Temper of Mind, which is 
NT RT abſolutely 


» . 
„ 


Vid. Ged- 


des Vol. 


IV. p. 99. 
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ahſolutely neceſſaty to lead People ſo much as to- 


liſten ta the Proofs that may be þroughe to ſup- 
port ſuch Relations, is in this Part of the World, 
loſt to ſuch a Degreee, that 1 deſpair of ever 
ſeeing it reyiv'd, unleſs the izfa/lible Church : 
takes immediate Care to increaſe: their Faith; 
and till this is done, the zealous Miſfonary, I. 
fear, will give but a poor Account to him that 
ſends him. Send but Faith, and the Work will 
o on of itſelf, without putting the Church to 
a Farthing Expence, or any of her Servants to 
the Fatigue of Voyages, Journeys, Viſitings, 
Preachments, Wheedlings. * Tis wonderful this 
Expedient has not been thought of, as being the 
molt eaſy, ſafe, expeditious, Method of doing 
Buſineſs. Till his Holineſs ſhall deign to do 
Britain this Favour, it will not diſpleaſe him, 
perhaps if I unask'd, unknown, and unbrib'd, 
venture to feel the Pulſe of my Fellow-Coun- 
trymen, who bare him no good Will, and are 
apt to ſpeak ſlightly of him and his Dignity. 
Tux Story in ſhort is this. The Houſe in 
« Nazareth, in which the Bleſſed Virgin was 
cc born and bred, after it had ſtood above 13200 
ce Years in that City was, on the gth of May, 
6e 1291, removed from thence in the Night by 
« four Angels, and was ſet down on a Moun- 
ce ta in in Dalmatia, not far from the City Tri 


cc ft um, which is, at leaſt, two Thouſand Miles 5 | 
It ſtood there three Lears 


« from Nazareth. | 
cc and ſeven Months, and then in a dark and 


c tempeſtuous Night (for it always travell d 
<« only by its own Light) was carried by ſour 


cc Angels over the Adriatic. Sea, and was ſet 
« down in a Wood in Taly. That Wood be- 


e Jong d to a Lady, whoſe Name was Laurettou, 
ce from whom this itinerant Houſe has its Name. 
. All other Relicks are mere 


Baubles to this, [hat are a Bone, a Garment, 


a Shred 


n 
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a Shred of ſome Veſtment, or intire Bodies of 
common Saints to the Houſe, where the Mother 
4 God, the Queen of Heaven was born and 

red, and where Chrift himſelf was conceived ? 
Here was an Image of the Virgin Mary, made 
by St. Lutte, and plac'd there by the Apoſtles 
themſelves. Here was the Altar at which St. 
Peter (aid his firſt Maſs, and a Crucifix plac'd 
on that Altar by the Apoſtles. ' Here was 
ſome of the Virgin's Earthen Ware in a Cu 
board, and here, after due Conſecration, all the 
Apoſtles had celebrated Divine Offices. | 


Exilis domus eſt ubi non, & multa ſuperſunt 


Et Dominum fallunt & proſunt farebus, Hor. Ep. 6.1. 1: 
A ſurpriſing Collection indeed, beſides the 
Walls, Timber and Roof, every Morſel of 
which is heavenly and divine. And accord- 
ingly the Epithets, giving to this Building, - 
bare ſome Proportion to its Worth, The _ 
holy Chapel; the glorious and holy, holy Cell; 
the Throne of the Divinity; the Golden Houſe ; 
the: Propitiatory 7 the moſt High; the City of 
Refuge ; the Well of living Waters ; the Ter- 
ror of Devils. a | f 
IVIII take Leave to indulge myſelf a little 
upon ſo pleaſing a Subject, — make ſome Re- 
marks upon this tran//ated Houſe, which bares 
methinks ſome Reſemblance to the Tranſlation 
of the Virgin 8 And here let me ob- 
ſerve, in the „it Place, that the removal of 
this ſacred Edifice, happened at a Time of all 
others, the moſt critical and opportune. The 
Worid was now in the happieſt Situation, per- 
haps, that had ever been ſeen in Point of 
Faith; ſo that ſuch wonderful Events, were as 
eaſily believed, as related. The Prieſts were 
never harraſs'd with the Bogglings and De- 
—— — Scepticks and _— but found — 
willing People, read d to receiye all 
1 15 FREY — that 


1 

that was proper for them to believe. Thus 
the 1 reap'd all the Benefit 
that could flow from a ready Faith, and their 
Guides all che Pleaſure that naturally ariſes at 
the Sight of towardly Diſciples. $a USA 
 Bes1Des the Chriſtian Powers were now beat 
out of Paleſtine, and cut off in a great Mea- 
ſute from the Comfort of viſiting the Holy 

Places, ſo that it ſeemed almoſt neceſſary for 
the well-being of Chriſtendom, that ſomethi 
from this ſacred Ground ſhou'd be tranſport 
into it. And foraſmuch as it was not poſſible for 
Chriſtians themſelves to recover any Thing from 
thence, and their Enemies wou'd not ſo befriend 
them, at that Time, as to ſend any Thing, twas 
requlite that ſomething ſhou*d go, or be car- 
ried miraculouſſy by inviſible Powers. What 
* been brought thence before, ſeem*d not 
ſufficient to anſwer the Demands of that Re- 
ligious Zea}, which now ſeem'd to be more 
— then in all paſt Ages; and ſome pre- 
cious Remain reſcued from the Flames and 
Rubbiſh, wou'd, without Queſtion, be re- 
ceived with the moſt tranſporting Pleaſure. 
And what could be more proper for the Pur- 
poſe than this Sacred Cottage! Accordingly it 
came on Angels Wings, and flew into the 
Arms of a Devotion that could be encreaſed 
any N oA 4p 
1 uus obſerve, in the next Place, that t 
Situation pe choſe for herſelf, ſeems of 
others the moſt proper and natural; I mean 
that which „be pitch'd upon. laſt, and where 
Joe now ſtands, There was no induring Fa 
tie, in the State it then was, crowded with 
Barbarians, who wou' d have plundered all the 
| facred Furniture, and then perhaps demoliſhed 
ber, if they had found her ; or, which was 
worle, converted'ber ta the e IDES 
Far . 22 | 5 757 8 * Diſcip 
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Diſciple of Mohomed. And Whither could 
ſhe ffee but to the next moſt ſacred Ground, 
on this Globe? Hither ſhe is wafted, and 
| Be herſelf under the Gnardianthip of the 
iverſal Biſhop. | 
Da ſedem profuge. 
She ſtaid to the very laft Extremity, FE kept 
her Ground fo long as ſhe had any Defenders, 
and then march'd off under a Guard of Angels, 
o'er Hills and Vales, o'er Rocks and Woods, 
oer Seas and Rivers. 
Iuum in Italiam portens, vit hy penates. 
Virg. J. r. v. 72. 
And here ſhe ſtands, as it were; in the very 
Center of her Worſhippers. How many weary 
Steps, and perilous Journies, and Money too, 
are ſay'd by this Migration of the Foly Honſe, 
from Nazareth to Italy? But there is ae 
Conſideration of greater Conſequence, which 
is, that by fixing her /elf ſo near to Rome, ſhe 
has brought infinite Treaſures into the Terri- 
tories of his Holineſs; ſo that in the Courſe 
of little more than four Hundred Years, Em- 
perors, Kings, Queens, Princes, and other 
meaner Folks, have crowded' her with Riches 
immenſe. © Silver can ſcarce find any Ad- Vid. Ad- 
« miſſion here, and Gold itfelf looks bur poor- difons Tra- 
ec ly y among an incredible Number of precious; _ — 
My BY vm nd So amply has ſhe rewarded all 
th Hal Zeal of former Times, and made 
oly See full amends for all her Expences, 
Tears,” Prayers, and Holy Wars; by thus 
Fern rogether more inho than hid ever 
beeh expended, for the ecoyery of the 3 | 
Soil where once ſhe ſtood we may well | 
Ar theſe Heaps of Weatth xx. are 
together, as 8 hidden Reſerves and 
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and Preſervation. If theſe are not pecu- 
liar-and diſtinguiſhing Marks of high Regard 
to Rome, what can be deem'd as ſuch? 0 
e Rome! if ever thou forget to Worſhip the 
5 Virgin, great, unpardon:ble will be thy In- 
« pratitude | O Virgin, if ever thy Pontiff 
* cools in his Zeal for thy Honour, and 'ceaſes 
cc to invoke thy Name with the pureſt Flames 


c of Devotion, may he I was going to 
. ſay ſomething ſevere: But the paſt Behavi- 


. our of the ſacred See, forbids all Suſpicions 


c of Defection from thy Worſhip: and ſooner 


cc may every Saint periſh from her Kalander, 
ce than thou, O Lady f Loretto, fail of hav- 


cc ing the lowlieſt Proſtrations! The Reader 


muſt forgive this that looks ſomething like 


Enthuſiaſm in a cold Country, where he rarely 


meets with ſuch Fervours; which are common in 


more ſouthern Situations. Let it for once be 


ſeen that the Grandeur of the Occaſion, can 


bare down all the Rigour of the Climate 


Bor I muſt not forget to obſerve, that as 


this ſtupendious Relick came without fetching, 
ſo it came unask'd and unbrib' d. Long had 


the Chriſtian Powers exerted their Strength, to 


2 


. » reſcue the Holy Land out of the Poſſeſſion of 

Infidels. Many an Hero had the Honour of lay- 
ing his Bones among Jewiſh Kings and Pro- 

ed 2 and mingling his with the Royal and 


red Duſt. Many a fair and gallant Squa- 


-dron, and Troop of ſpiritual Militia, reap'd 


Death and Laurells at once. But infinite 
Treaſure, innumerable lives were ſacrificed in 
vain; the ſturdy Unbelievers being in the End 


too ſtrong for the beſt conſecrated Weapons. 
Paleſtine is loſt entirely, and become a Prey to 
the Barbarians, and the Santa Caſa, wich all 
its Furniture, made a ſort of Captive. But 
this was only for a ſhort Space en 
72 | 4 che 
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the Hurry and Confuſion - of Affairs, no one 
ſeems to have thought of her, or caſt one pitty= 
ing Eye towards her, or made one Prayer for her 
Security or Tranſlation ; She ſteals off under a 


Guard of Seraphs. = 


———— Raptos ex hoſte Penates ö 


Claſſe ve ho mecum. Vug. En. J. 1. v. 382. 
TRE Romans in their early Days (how lon 

the Cuſtom laſted I cannot tell) when they 
beſieged or attacked a Town, call'd out the crob. L. 3- 

Hefles, Protectreſſes of the Place, and in- 

vited them to better Accomodations and Ho- 
. nours, than they had at Home. The oldeſt 
Example of this Practice, ſeems to be that of 
the Dictator Camillus, juſt before he became 
Maſter of the City of the Veii. He firſt di- 
rects his Prayer to Apollo, to whom he vows 
the Tenth of all his Spoil, and then in thefe 
Words addreſſes Juno, the Guardian Goddeſs 
of the Town. - Te mul Juno Regina que nunc 


God 


Veios Colis, precor, ut nos vittores in noſtram 


tuamq; mox futuram urbem ſequare Ubi te, 
. dignum amplitudine tua Templum accipiat. O 
: Dueen'Juno, I conjure thee to follow us Con- 
'- querors into the City, which is now ours, and 
. which ſball ſaon be your*s ; where you ſhall be 
plac d in a Temple worthy of your Majeſty and 
Grandeur. This was down right Bribery, but 
however, was, perhaps then, look'd upon on- 
ly as a neceſſary Piece of. Civility, to avoid the 
Sacriledge of taking the Gods Captive, as Ser- 
Vvius obſerves, in his Notes upon Virgil. 

Bur the more modern Romans ſeem not to 
have had any Notion of calling off their Re- 
licks, When taken Captive, tho' they might 
have taken the Hint from the Conduct of their 
Anceſtors in another Caſe. Had the Holy 
Houſe come into ſtaly upon an Iuvocation, or 
 Ewvcation, we: ſhould: certainly, have heard of 


it 


Vid. Ma- 


Nn. L. 2. 


v. 351. 
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ir among the many Wonders that ſtand upon 
Record, relatin —̃ — there does 
not appear to be any Ceremony us'd 
upon the Occaſion ; all was meer Good- will, 
pure Benevolence unſought, unthought of, 
whichCircumſtance greatly enhances the Favour. 
A indeed, upon the. whole, it will not 
ſeem ſtrange upon a near View of the Caſe, 


that the Holy Houſe ſhou'd move oft ſome- 


whither, motu proprio as it were, it not being 


at all becoming to take up her Abode, 


as I obſerv'd before, among ſuch Ruffians 
as now had reduc'd her Native Soil. But 
there is another Thing that ought to be: re- 
member d, which intirely juſtifies the Santa 
Caſa from all Aſperſions which ſome may 
eaſt upon her, as if her retiring was a 
Mark of Cowardize and Impotency; which is 
this, That among the Antients it was general - 
ly believed, that when Affairs became deſpe- 
rate, the Gods, or Tutelar Deities always re- 
tir'd of their own accord, and wou d never ſuf- 
fer themſalves to be made Captives, or ſubmit 
to the Laws of Conquerors. Tacitus ſeems 


— to allude to this Opinion (as ſomebody: has oh- 


ſerv d, tho? I cannot tell who) in a Paſſage re- 
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. I uus r obſerve again, That whatever Plea- 
ſure may ariſe to us in theſe Northern Climes; 
at the near Situation (comparatively I mean as | 
to the Place where it once ſtood) of this Divine | 
Remain, and whatever Benefits and peculiar . 
Priviledges the Italians, and eſpecially the im- | 
mediate happy Subjects of his Holineſs 
triumph in; I wou'd obſerve, I ſay, that nei- 
ther we nor they, ought to be confident or 
boaſt much in her kindly Situation. Time may 
come, when ſhe will think of flitting again. 
I do not form any Jealouſies from hence, that 
the Soil where ſhe know ſtands, with all 
its Advantages, is not ſo friendly to her 
Prieſts and Miniſters, as might be wiſh'd, be- 
ing oftentimes ſubje&t to terrible Diſtem- 
rs, which ſweep many away. This ſome 
ve improv d (to mention it by the bye) into 
an Objection againſt the Virgin, as if the took 
no care of her immediate Servants and Dome- 
ſticks. But the Anſwer is eaſy, namely, that 
as the Privilege of attending there is one of the 
greateſt, *tis highly fit that it ſhon'd have a 
quick Circulation, and that t Numbers 
ou'd reap the Benefit of officiating at her 
Altars, D not be done were the Air 
as ſalutiferous as in other. Places, or had a mi- 
raculous Quality of producing long Life. It | 
may be ſaid /e.has been us'd to migrating, and = 
ſo may quit. Faly, as ſhe did Nazareth and 29 
Dalmatia. But I found my Suſpicion I con- 
ſoſs upon another Motive, and that is the na- 
tural Love all People have for their Native 
Soil, which is not eaſily ſupprefled. © + 
Neſcio qua natale ſolum dulcedine cunctos 
Detinet, immenores nec finit eſſa ſui. 
I confeſs this has ſometimes given me un- 
eaſineſs. I once happened upon a Paſſage inn 
O. Curtius; that in fome Meaſure diſperſed — 
n * | - * vw 44 my 4. C. Jo 
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my Fears. He tells us, that when Tyre was 


beſieged, a Burgher dreamt that Apollo wou'd: 
abandon them; but that the Tyrians took an 
effeQual Way to ſecure him, by faſtening him 
to the Altar of Hercules their tutelar God, by 


a Golden Chain. The Holy Houſe in like 
manner ſeems to be ſo fixt in Ba, that a re- 
moval may appear impoſſible, if human Art, 
and all the Honours of Chriftendom, are of any 


avail. She is faſtened down, and caſed over. 


with all imaginable Strength and Care, loaded 


with the Weight of infinite Treaſure, heap 


upon heap, and become ſo unweidly, that one 
wou'd as little fear a Removal, as that a 
| Mountain from the Alps, ſhou'd forſake her 
neighbouring Rocks, and fly away to India. 
This I own in all human Views may be a Se- 
curity againſt all the natural Force and Energy 
of the Holy Houſe, When ſhe came from Na- 


zareth, ſbe was a meer Skeleton of a Dwelling, 


a light featheriſh Edifice, a very Paper- 
Building compar'd with what ſhe now is, 
and ſo perhaps needed not the Aſſiſtance 
of Angels in her Flight, unleſs for Decency 
and Pomp : Burt her preſent ſuper-added Weight 
I acknowledge is Matter of Conſolation, and 


gives good Hopes that no Power of her own 


will be able to raiſe her from her preſent Foun- 


dation: But if Angeles Powers (to whom 


Mount Athos and a 


ole-hill are both alike). 


deſcend ; away ſhe flies with all her Riches, 
collected in the Weſt. And Whither ſhall - 
ſhe ſteer but to. Dear Nazareth, to blaze at. 


home, and ſhew her Finery ? So the poor Mer- 


chant quits his native Soil, in order to return 


>, 
—- — 


again, and ſpangle in his gilded Chariot, drawn. - 


by Prancers. 


I know the Sanguine Votary will laugh at 


this Jealouſy. of mine, and brand it with, the 


Name 


% 


Name of a meer imaginary Panick; But I mut 


beg his Pardon if I inſiſt upon it that there are 
ſome” Appearances, which look threatening 
enough. Can he pretend to affirm' that De 
votion to the Virgin has not been gradually 
cooling for a conſiderable. Time | No. There 
is no compariſon, I will venture to ſay; be- 
tween the Zeal of paſt Ages, and the laſt. Has 
ſhe not loſt many Votaries? How many fair 
and fruitful Kingdoms have been lopp'd off 
from her? How many Countries that once 
could boaſt of Crowds of Worſhippers, now 
roan under the Weight of her Enemies, who 
uffer not her Image to appear in any of their 
Temples, tho* pretendedly erected to her 
Name? Indeed I can't but think her happieſt 
Days are gone and paſt, and that the holy Cell is 
every Lear drawing nearer and nearer to a new 
Migration. Nor do the Reaſons of her firſt 
Flight ſtill ſubſiſt, tho' her Native Country is 
in the Hand of her Enemies. They are grown 
more polite, and have for a long Time ſufter'd 
the Chriſtians to viſit the holy Places: Nay, 
after all the Noiſe and Clamour that has been 
rais'd againſt them, as Deſtroyers of old Re- 
licks, they have ſuffer'd innumerable precious 
Remains to continue unmoleſted among them, 
and can't but think they wou'd give the Vir- 
gin's Houſe an honourable Reception, if it 
mould offer to ſettle at Nazareth To-morrow. 
A Man might reckon up a thouſand Things that 
Chriſtians pay a high Regard to, that are at 
this Day to b ſeen in Paleſtine, tho in the 


Hands of Turks. | 
Bor I muſt not be too long here, and therefore 
ag we are ſpeaking of the Virgin's Houſe now 
at Loretto, Iwill only mention ſome Houſes which 
yet are ſuffer d to continue in the Holy Land, 
tho they formerly A A 5 
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Maundrel Tur Houſes of Zaccbeus; Annanins, who 


paſſim. 


reſtor d St. Paul to his Sight at Damaſcns ; 


Lazarus at Bet heny; St. Mark, and Eliza- 


beth the Mother of Fohn the Baptiſt; and Si- 
meon who took Chrift in his Arms in the Tem- 
e: Nay, the Houſe of Foſeph, where our 
lived near thirty Years, and conſequently 
where the Virgin dwelt alſo, are all now ſtand- 
ing ; fo that what 1 juſt now faid, need nor 
be Matter of Wonder, to any Man, that 
the Turks are in ſuch a {poſition as to 
admit the Santa Caſa, if ſhe returns Home. 
What Reaſon can be given why all theſe Honſes 
are ſaffered to continue unhurt, and yet, that 
the Loretio would be ill treated > She may 
then, whenever it ſhall pleaſe her Sanctity, 
command the heavenly Guard that ſet her 
down in Italy to tranſiate her, laden as ſhe is, 
to Nazarah, without Danger. And then per- 


| haps, the Zeal which is now dwindling and dy- 


ing, may revive with freſh Ardour. 
BNET Ts that are cheap, are oftentimes de- 
ſpiſed, while Bleſſings at a good Diſtance and 
which muſt coſt Pain and Labour to obtain, 
are highly valued. E e | 

" Virtutem præſentem odimus 

' Sublatam ex oculis, quærimus invidi. 
Beſides the political Situation of Affairs ſeems 
to forebode this Migration. The Chriſt ian 
Powers ſeem diſpoſed at preſent, to attack the 
Ottoman Empire with Vigour, and a few Cam- 


paigns may lead them into Pale/tine, No one 
ten will queſtion that, when the Way is clear- 
ed and all Oppoſition overcome, a natural Pro- 


penſity and Affection to her native Soil, will 


immediately induce her to call for alt 


Aid to conduct her Home. I would not j 


hardly of his Holinefs, but yet I have ſome 
Sulpieions, That a9" ſhe Feat of looſing her, 


may 


671 


may have, in a good Meaſure, prevented all 
Cruſado's to the Holy Land, for a confidera- 
ble Number of Years ; ſo the ſame Fears may 
operate too ſtrongly in the preſent Poſture of 
Affairs, and lead him in an underhand Way to 
check the towardly Diſpoſition of his Homa- 
ers; or at leaſt not to be hearty in his Bleſ- 
upon the Enterprize. | | 
I witr add but one Remark more, which 
is this, That the Attention of this Iſland was 
e Years ſince in a very extraordinary Man- 
ner pointed to this holy Houſe ; in as much as 
a Vow made to the Owner, procured a Son 
for one of our Monarchs, when all Hopes of 
Iſſue were in an ordinary Way quite loſt. O 
Virgin how kindly doſt thou lend an Ear to 
cc thy Votaries in the Time of their Diſtreſs } 
The Bleſſing was ſo much the mere remark- 
te able as being beſtowed upon the Unworthy. 
6 For whatever the Monarch might claim at 
* thy Hands, whoſe Zeal was unſuſpected, yet 
« his Subjects had no Title to ſuch peculiar Fa- 
“ vour. They were not in the Number of thy 
6 Worſhippers, and rarely viſited thy Threſ- 
* holds, bat when moved by a ſecular Curi- 
ce ofity, to ſpy out thy Riches, and caft an en- 
* vious Eye on thy Treaſures: Nay tis not im- 
* probable, would gladly have mann'd a Fleet 
** to tranſport thy Wealth, thy Jewels, ſacred 
ce Veſſels, and all thy other unnumber'd Stores, 
ce to glut the avaricious Iſland, How is it 
« that we are thus diſtinguiſh'd! Was it to 
be allure us to thy Service and Worſhip 2 Was 
te it to ſecure a ſmall and hopeleſs Number of 
*© thy Worſhippers ? Was it that thy Religion 
** might not want a Prince to head it, fight its 
* Battles, and in the End reduce the wander 
ing Sheep to the Fold of thy 2 1 Prieſt? 
L Les. We own e be the hig Her 
wh _ Lana ; rad 


LO: 


ce of thy Benevolence. But alas! — O In- 


ee who can ſpeak the reſt? · 


But happy he, now ſheltred under the Cover 
« of thy Wings! There may he reſt ſecure 
cc from the Ingrates, till thy Santa Caſa fail 
cc at the Head of his 3 to ſmooth the O- 


ec cean, and then grace the Triumphs of his 


« Entry into our Metropolis. Methinks his 
« Holineſs will not grudge to part with her 
cc for a while upon ſo great an Occaſion, - 
cc which would end in the Converſion of the 
ce whole Iſland. Nay ſure he would be con- 


ce tent to ſurrender her to Nazareth at thy 


4 Call, without touching again on his Terri- 


cc fories, after having left ſo great a Bleſſing 

cc behind her. Methinks I ſee the holy Hives 
<« begin to heave, and the Inhabitants from all 
« Quarters upon the Wing to feaſt on the de- 
* licious Flowers of Britain, and joyfully ren- 
ce dering back their tributary Honey to the 


Vatican. 


I xxow no Way ſo proper to gain the Par- 
don of my Reader, as to return. to the ſpecial - 
Matter in Hand, without making a long A- 
pology for the foregoing Digreſſion; this would 


be to offend, while I beg his Indulgence. Let 


it ſuffice to ſay I have tranſgreſs'd, and will 


do ſo no more, but haſten to a Concluſion. 


The Virgin's House then, I fay, which is 
now in [taly, inveſted with all poſſible Ho- 


nours, is a ſtanding Proof of her Tranſlation. 


Can it be imagined that ſuch mighty Care would. 
be taken of a Habitation made with Hands, the 


Workmanſhip of Mortals, and thoſe none of 

the beſt Artiſts neither, while at the ſame time 
a Building erected by the immortal and im- 
menſe Architect lies in Ruins, ſo that it can- 
not be diſtinguiſhꝰd from common Duſt ; nor 
does the leaſt Part of it remain to . '2 
f | gh. ho nies what 


EEE: 
what once it was? For my Part I ſhall ſooner 
look upon this Story of the tran//ated Houſe as 
an impudent and ſtudied Forgery, than believe 
it with this Article tack'd to it, that the Virgin 
herſelf was not tran/lated. e ee ond 

But, to deſcend to ſome other Particulars: 
Has Heaven guarded the Hair, and Combs of 

the Virgin, and ſuffered the ſacred Head on 
which they grew, and to which they were ap- 
ply*d, to periſh > Rome, Macon, and Bezancon - 
can teſtify they yet remain. Shall Brittany and 
St. Flour carefully preſerve the Shoes and Hip- 
pers, and the precious Feet that wore them 
find no Place on which to reſt their So? Can 
the Girdles lie ſecure at Mont/errat and Prato, 
and the ſſender Waiſt, which once they bound, 
be diſperſed into ten thouſand Atoms? Can 
the Meaſure of her Foot (of which the Spa- 
niards, as 1 remember, have the ſole Honour) 
be preſerv'd with Reverence, and the Foot it 
ſelf be irrecoverably loſt ? Shall the Virgin's 
Welding Ring * be ador'd at FPerouſe, and the 
taper Finger on which it ſpangled moulder in 
common Earth? No. Theſe things cannot be. 
The ſame Care which has wonderfully pre- 
ſery*'d theſe venerable K«jpnae, would have 
watch'd the Virgin's Body, or at leaſt ſome 


* There was a terrible Conteſt about this Ring in the 
15th Century. Twas either an Onyx or an Amethyſt, tho” 
tis not certain which. A Jeweller had brought it from Fe- 
ruſalem into Europe, and given his Word that *ewas certain] 
genuine. Hoc annylo pronubo Spon ſus Joſephus Marie digi- 
tum oppignoravit, It lay neglected for ſome Time, till it. 
appear d to have a miraculous Virtue, It was then in the 
Dukedom of Savoy; but was afterwards ſtole, and carried to 
Peromſe in Dawphine. This created a mighty Feud between 
the firſt and laſt Poſſeſſors, and the Matter was conteſted un- 
der Pope Sixtus IV. and was at laſt ended by Innocem VIII. 
who I ſuppoſe allotted it to Daupbine, where probably it 
pow is” Nil Hab, Bi. Crip. f 3935. 
© JEN Nb Ld Portion 
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Potis of it, and brought it to a Ro- 
RR 1 75 had this Earth ever 3 The 
Wit ar Chartres, the Handkerchief at Treves, 
are venerable Remains, but are infinitely be- 
low the Body that grac'd them, and therefore 
cannot be ſuppos d to be honour'd by a mira- 
culous Preſervation, if there had been any Body 
on which a divine Protection might be exerted. 
Her Gloves, her Veil, her Bed, her Chair, the 
Stones on which ſhe waſh'd our Saviour's /wad- 
ging Cloths have all their fafe Repoſitories. 
Her Candles, the Oil for her Lamps, her Kit- 
chin Furniture; nay the very Ornaments of the 


Toilet and the Dreſſing Room, are got into ho- 


- nourable Shelter, into Houſes of Cedar, and 
golden Shrines; while the Owner of them has 
nor ſo much as a Tent or a Hoyel for a Cover- 
ing, if not tranſlated, 5 pa 
Fur Reader and I are by this 'Time too well 
acquainted for him to fulpect, that I intend 
(by any thing that has been ſaid) to depreciate 
theſe 2 ts, I aſſure him however, that I have 
full as high a Veneration for them as they de- 
ſerye. I look upon them as Remains which have 
been brought to Light and purpoſely deſign'd 

to ſupply the Place of the Virgin's Body, either 
intire or in part, and that they have been, ſtill 
are, and in all Appearance will continue to be 
of ſpecial Service, and extraordinary Benefit to 
the „ Who have the Honour of bein 
her Minifters. 'The ulars , eſpecially coul 
hardly ſubſiſt, I mean Orders of them, 


and in ſome Places without the Preſence of 


theſe or ſuch like facred Remnants; at leaſt 
: not haye ſo comfortable Accommodations. 
Men immur' d ia Cloyſters and Convents, with 

d Lodging and coarſe Fare, condemn'd to 
the Auſterities of Faſts and Whippings, Vigils, 
| / perpetual Prayers, and.a thopſand By 
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verities "which we Seculars know nothing of 
would hardly ever be vifited, or have one pity- 


ing Eye caſt upon them, were it not that Care 508 


has been taken to make them rich in u] h hea- 
venly Treaſure, which naturally brings along 
with-it a n leaſt of earthly Goods. 
And let the devour Worſhipper of cheſe Things 
remember, that tho' they may- oftentimes re- 
ceive no immediate Benefit from the Preſents 
they bring: fo the Repoſirories where they lie, 
nor ſrom their Stroakings, Kiſſings, Proftrations 
Adorations, or other their Teſtimonies of Af- 
fection: Let inaſmuch as they perform an ac- 
ceptable Piece of Service to the Guardians of 
them, its certain one confiderable Eng of their 
Preſervation is anſwer'd ; and for the reſt, Men 
ought in all Reaſon to be content to wait the 
proper Time for their Reward, which is dif- 
pens'd in miraculous Cures, Births, heavenly 
Viſions, Raptures, and the like, according to the 
iſoernment and Sagacity of holy Men, who 
know both when and where, and to whom to 
difpenſe theſe Bleſſings. 1 
þ Furs would lead me to a Diſcourſe” on the 
great Benefit of Relicks, but (befides that 1 
ve promiſed to digreſs no more) 'I apprehend 
it would be of no great Service in this Country 
ar preſent, where they are few to be met with, 


and none that I can hear of that are offer'd to 


publick Adoration. And tho' theſe Papers may 


look towards a foreign Religion, yet I ſcorn to 
entice any of his Majeſty's Subjects into a fo- 
reign Countrey, to try the Value of Relicks. 
All the rt that a Well-wiſher to them 


can take is, That as the Pleaſures, Freedoms, 
and Curigſities of the Countries where they lie 
in great Plenty, _ allure great Numbers of 

entry to travel; ſo the 


Worſhip 
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fay J have a pretty deal o 


_ Conquer'd gains the Truth, for which methinks 4 
Man would at any Time glad to be overcome. 
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ees enchant chem into a liking: 


of their Faith, which will bring along with it a Ve- 


pes... netation of their Relicks. n 
Conclu- Thus I have gone through this Argument. I have 


guarded againſt all hard Names, having been early 
convinced that ſtrong Reaſonings are much more if. 
ficult to anſwer. When I find a Writer of Controverſy 
betakes himſelf to dag Scurrility, and Storming, 
eſently conclude the Man fancies his Talent lies that 
Way, and hopes to do more Execution than could be. 


pected from the Calms of Argument. I have known, 
py who on the very Point of being routed, have let 


fly at the Adverſary whole Vollics of Suſpicions, Infe- 


nuatious, rp Names, downright Calumnies; 
which have had ſuch an irritating Power, as to blow 
him up into a Rage, ſo that he has forgot himſelſ and 
his Cauſe, at the very Time he ſhould have triumph'd. 
Thus the Affair has gone off in a Tempeſt, and their 
Readers have been ſo terrified with Thunder and 
Lightning, as not to be able any longer to bear 'the 
Terrors of the Combat. | Is 

1 nos it is no Piece of Vanity (ſome may look 
upon it as the Soap vu ro of a Weakneſs) if I 
| the -i/ky in my Diſpoſi- 
tion, and ſo think my ſelf in no Danger of being 6r'l 
by the moſt flaming Oppoſer. If any ſuch ſh 

think fit o appear againſt me, I will aſſure him 


beſorehand, that I am determin'd to let him Baze till 


he is burnt out, and then with a great deal of Com- 


poſure I will trample upon his Abe. But if an 
| Fran of a benign Temper, - who thinks I have 2 


ſtaken, or not done Juſtice to my Subject, ſhall fer: 
me right, I ſhall be oblig'd to him. e cannot all 
be Victors; ſomebody muſt loſe the Day. And in 
my Opinion, he that is vanquiſh'd wins the moſt; in 


this Sort of Combats.. The Victor remains in Poſſeſ 


ſion only of What he had before the Battle. The 
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